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B cTaTbe aHanMsMpyeTcs Mo3uLMs NPaBOCNABHOIO envckonaTa 6enopycckux Emenb
No OAHOMY U3 aKk Tya/lbHelLnX BONPOCOB XU3HeAes Te/IbHOC T NPaBOC/1aBHOM LIEPKBM Havana
XX cToneTus - npeobpasoBaHue LIepKOBHOIO cyAa. HeCMOTpsi HAa HE3HAUMTEe/bHbIe OTINYKS
B peLleHun AaHHOro Bonpoca, NpeAcTaBuTenn enuckonaTa 6blM efuHbl B OAHOM - HEOT-
NIOXHOM Npeo6pa3oBaHny LEPKOBHOIO Cy/a C LieNblo AafibHeLLero yKpenaeHus ero no3uuuii B
npaBoBoii 06nacTu. BnacTu Poccuiickoii MMNepum, BO MHOTOM MoJ, BIUSIHUEM COLMaNbHbIX NO-
TpsaceHuii 1905-1907 rr, NoLuM HaBCTpedy Tpe6oBaHKsIM NPaBOCNaBHOIo AyXOBEHCTBA, Ae-
KNapupoBaB CBO& HaMepeHue paccMoTpPeTh BOMPOC 0 PePOPMUPOBAHUM UHCTUTYTa Npago-
CNaBHOI LEepKBM B LeioM. OAHAKO cnaj CouuasibHOM HAaNpPSHKEHHOCT Y U HeXenaHne npaBaLmx
KPYroB CTpaHbl MEHSTb CMOXMBLUMECS OTHOLLEHWUSI C NPABOC/ABHOM LiEPKOBbLI0 B KOHEYHOM
cueTe 06yCnoBUIM OT/IOXKEHUE peLlieHns Bonpoca o NPoBeeHNI Npeo6pa3oBaHunii TakoBoiA.

KntoueBble cnoea: 6enopycckue 3emnu, Poccuiickas umnepusi, npaBocnaBHas Lep-
KOBb, [IyXOBEHCTBO, enuckon, CesATeiwmnii CuHoa, o6ep-npokypop, pedopMupoBaHue Lep-
KOBHOIO cyfa

o L
BeiegeHun
Bo BHyTpeHHel >XU3HW NpaBOCNaBHOM LEepKBM BOMNPOCY O pedopMUpoBaHumU
OYXOBHOrO cyfa 0TBOAWIOCbL OAHO U3 rNaBHbIX MECT, NMOCKOSIbKY UMEHHO B AaHHOM
MHCTaHUMM KOHLEHTPMPOBA/IUCh MpaBOBble OCHOBblI B3aMMOAEWCTBUA Mexay Ay-
XOBEHCTBOM UM BepylowMMU. BmecTe ¢ TeM CTPOruii KOHTPOSib 3a AeATeIbHOCTbIo
LEepKBM CO CTOPOHbI roCyfapcTsBa K Havyasy XX B. MPWBEsT K TOMY, YTO Te BOMPOCHI,
KOTOpble MOrM 6bl pellaTbCcs B rpaxgaHckom cyfe (6pakopa3BofHble aena, agena
0 Npu3HaHuM 6pakoB HeaelCTBUTENbHbIMU, POXAEHUM OT 3aKOHHOro 6paka v T. 4.),
cocpefoTouMBavCh B BEAEHUN LLEPKOBHOrO cyfa, YTO 3a4acTyld Crnoco6CTBOBano
TONIbKO yBennyeHntio 06bEMOB nepenucku. K Bonpocy o npeobpa3oBaHUM LLEepPKOB-
HOro cyfa obpaTtu/incb B MOMEHT akTMBMU3auMn Penurmo3HoOmn X13HN B Poccuiickoi
nMmnepun 1 Ha 6enopyccknx 3eMnax B Havasne XX CT., 4To 6b110 CBA3AHO C obLel
aTMmocpepoli oxunaaHua nepeMeH B penurnosHoi cepe. IMeHHO Torga B npaBu-
Te/IbCTBEHHOW cpefe HaMeTuacb TeHAEHUUSA K pacCMOTPEHUI0O BO3MOXHOCTU Npo-
BefeHuss npeobpasoBaHnii MHCTUTYTa NPaBOC/IaBHOW LEepKBU.
Mpo6neme npeobpaszoBaHUA MHCTUTYTa NPaBOC/aBHOW LEPKBUA B OTEYECTBEH-
HOM N POCCUINCKON MCTOPUYECKON Hayke yaensetcs AoCTartovyHoe BHUMaHue. VH-
Tepec yyeHbIX K JaHHOMY BOnNpocy o6ycnoBfeH, npexae BCero, CTpeMsieHneM Bbl-
ABUTb MPUYMHBI OTK/1aAblBAHUA PeLleHns BOMpoca O NepecMoTpe C/IOXKUBLUUXCA B
Poccuiickoin nmnepun ewé B XVIII B. B3aMMOOTHOLIEHNA rocygapcTBa M LEpKBM C
TeM, 4To6bl TakoBas npuobpesia aBTOHOMHbIN CTaTyC A1 PeLleHUs CBOUX BHYTPEH-
HUX BOMNPOCOB, 6e3 BMellaTe/IbCTBa B HUX OPraHoB rpaxAaHCKoW BiacTw.
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Mo uccnepyemoint npobneme cnepyeT BblAEIUTb KOMNEKTUBHBLIA TPy oTeve-
CTBEHHbIX yyeHbIx B.B. AHoBckol (Ipuropbesoit), B.B. 3aBanbHioka, B.N. HoBuu-
koro n E.H. dnnatosoii “KaHdhecii Ha Benapyci (kaHey XVII—XX cT.)” [1]. TnaBHbIM
OOCTWXKEHNEM AaHHON paboTbl CTasI0 TO, UTO OHA aKTUBM3MpOBasla U3yYyeHne acnek-
TOB rOCyAapCTBEHHO-KOH(ECCUOHA/bHbIX OTHOLWEHNA B 60/s1ee Yy3KOM XPOHOJI0ro-
TemMaTnyeckom nnaHe.

Mpo6neme u3yyeHMs1 NOMOXEHUS NPaBOCNABHON LEpPKBUM B POCCUCKOM rocCy-
papcTtee koHua XIX - Havyana XX B. nocssileHbl MoHorpadmn C.J1. dupcosa [2-3]
ABTOp Ha ocHOBe 6oratoro thakrorpaguyeckoro matepuana rnokasan Ty HenpocTyto
cuTyaumio, B KOTOPOW OKa3anacb “nepBeHCTBYHOLAA” LEPKOBb B YKa3aHHbIA Mpo-
MEXYTOK BpeMeHn [2].

CornacHo Touke 3peHus aHrnuiickoro nccnegosartens A.B. KaHnHrema, oco3Ha-
H/e 60/bLUMHCTBOM NPaBOCNaBHOMO AYXOBEHCTBA HEKAHOHMYHOCTU CUHOAAIbHOIO
CTPOA B 3HAUYMTENbLHOIM CTEneHn crnocob6CTBOBasIO PaCMNpOCTPaHEHMIO B €ro cpeje
ybexaeHnsi 0 Heo6xoauMocTK co3sbiBa NomecTHoro cobopa [4].

Mpo6nema noucka pecopmM WMHCTUTYTA MPaBOCNABHON LEpPKBUM B KOHUe XIX -
Hayane XX CT. Hawna oTpaxeHue B paboTax OTeYECTBEHHbIX WccnegoBaTenei
B.B. CtapocteHko [5], H.M. Koxwnu [6], poccuiickux nctopmkos B.A. dénoposa [7],
[.B. Mocnenosckoro [8-9], M.B. LWkapoeckoro [10], nepes I OpexaHoBa [11] n npo-
Tonepes B. UbinuHa [12]. MpuBoaguMble aBTOpaMu AaHHble CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O Ha-
Nnunun BONPOCOB, Tpe6OBaBLUUX HEOT/IOKHOrO peLleHUs B XWU3HU NpaBOCnaBHOM
LEepKBM - npoBeaeHns pecdopM B 061acTy NogrotoBkM 6yayuwimnx nactelipeii, npeobpa-
30BaHMs LLEPKOBHOTO CyAa, HajeneHns npuxoga ctaTycoM Hpuanyeckoro nuua u ap.

OcHoBHasa 4yacTb

Yka3om oT 12 gekabps 1904 r. npaBUTENLCTBO NO06ELLAaN0 BBECTU 3aKOH O Be-
poTepnumocTu. B oTBeT Ha aTo lMeTepbyprckuin MUTpononmtT AHTOHUI (BaakoBCKWiA)
B CBOE 3anucke “Bonpockl 0 xenaTtenbHbIX Npeobpa3oBaHUAX B MOCTAHOBKE Yy Hac
nNpaBOCNaBHON LepKBU' KabUHETY MUHUCTPOB ykasas, YTO Takoil 3akOH NOCTaBUT
npaBoC/fiaBMe B HepaBHOE MNOJIOXEHUE MO CPaBHEHUIO C APYTMMU KOHeccusimu,
noaTomy “He cnepyeT N1 NpefocTaBUTb NPaBOC/IaBHOW LepkBu 6onblueli cBo6oAb
B ynpaB/ieHU! ee BHYTPEHHUMU Aenamu, rae Obl OHa Morja pykoBOACTBOBATbLCSH
LEepPKOBHbIMW KAHOHaMMW U HPABCTBEHHO-PENUTMO3HbIMU NOTPEBHOCTAMY CBOMX Yfe-
HOB” [13, c. 21-22]. OH Npocun paspelleHnss Ha CO3biB COBELWaHnsl AyXOBEHCTBA
n mupsH (6e3 npeactaBuTeneil nNpaBUTeNbCTBA) AN pas3paboTkM CUCTEMbl aBTO-
HOMHOrO CyLlecTBOBaHWA LEepkBU. Ha ocHoBaHuwu 3Tol 3anuckm C.HO. Butte 6bis10
CO3BaHO coOBellaHve Mo LEepKOBHbIM BOMpocaMm, Moc/se KOTOpPOro nosiBuiachb ero
3anucka, ocyxaasllas CMHOLa/IbHO-06ep-NPOKYPOPCKYD cucTemy u TpeboBasLuas
co3biBa NomMecTHOro cobopa n3 yXoBEeHCTBA U MUPSH A1 OGHOB/IEHUSA LLePKOBHO-
ro opraHusma. K.I. Mob6egoHocues notpeboBan nepesoja LEepKOBHOIO BOnpoca u3

uteta MuHuctpos B CeaTeiwnii CrHog. Bosnaras Hagexay Ha KoHcepBaTu3Mm

BVHLMA/bHBIX EMMCKONOB, OH OT UMeHn CuHoga pekomeHaosan Hukonato Il paso-
cnaTtb BCEM apxuepesiM ONPOCHUK O COCTOAHUN U HEOBXOAMMOCTN Npeobpa3oBaHuil
npaBoC/aBHON LepkBu. Ho ero pacyeTbl He onpaBgaivcb. BONbLLIMHCTBO €NNCKONOB
BbICTyNaso 3a pecopmmpoBaHne MHCTUTYTa uepksn [14, c. 45].

Ennckonbl NATM enapxuid, pacrnosiokeHHbIX Ha 6enopyccKuX 3eMnsx, B CBOUX
0T3blBaxX TakXe BbiCKa3a/MCb 3a NpoBefeHne npeobpas3oBaHWini B NpaBOC/aBHOM
uepksu. Tak, OHU noaaepxanu ugew o0 HeobxoauMocTU peddopMUPOBaHUSA LEePKOB-
Horo cypga.
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Ennckon MwuHcknii Muxawun nonaran, 4To BOMPOCbI LEPKOBHOIO CyAOMNpPOun3-
BOACTBa HEOOGXOAMMO BbIBECTU M3 BeAEHWS KOHCUCTOPUU, “He nuas B TO Xe
BpeEMSI OT/IMUYMTENbHbIX 0COBEHHOCTEN OT cyfa rpaxgaHckoro”. BelgeneHune co-
cTosi710 Obl B yupexaeHunm ocoboro, “oTAeslbHO OT KOHCUCTOPWUWM CTOALWEero” yu-
pexaeHus. Mpu aToM cnepoBano cobnwgatb psg yCNoBUIA: ocyllecTBaAsOWMe
LEepKOBHbIA cyA B enapxuu nuua fO/HKHbl 6biTb CBALLEHHUKaMMW, CBOGOAHbIMMK “OT
NPUXOACKON W BCAKOW aAMWHUCTPATMBHOW cnyx6bl”, npeacefarenscTBOBaTh Ha
cyae AOo/mKeH Obla enuckon; ocTaBneHne 6payHbixX Aen B KOMNeTeHUUU LLepKoB-
Horo cyga [15, c. 74-75].

Enunckon Morunésckuii CtedpaH cumTan Heob6XoANMbIM pa3fennTb LepKOBHbIN
CY[l Ha HECKOJIbKO MHCTaHUMIA: nepBas MHCTaHUUA npegHasHavyanach 415 CBSLLEHNA
HWKOB “B MX B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUAX" 1 AN5 Xanob MUPSH Ha “He3akoHHble aelicTeus”
TakoBbiX. OHa cocpefoTounBanacb 6bl B 6/1aro4MHHUYECKOM COBeTe, YTo npej-
CTaBNs/10Cb BecbMa YA06HbIM, TaK Kak gaBasio BO3MOXHOCTb “NMPOuU3BOANTL Cy4
Ha mecTe”. B BegeHUn 3Toro cyda cocpefoToyMBainChb gena, BAekywue 3a Co-
600 “3aMedyaHvie, BbIFOBOP W AeHEeXHbIl WwTpad”. Aaa ocyliecTBAeHUA cneacTBus
yypexganach crneumnanbHaa AOMKHOCTb CrieoBaTeNnsa-CBAlLeHHNKa, n3bmupaemMoro
Ha 6narounmHHM4eckom cobpaHun. Mo 6osiee BaxHbIM fdenam, Brekywmum 6onee
CYypoBble Haka3aHus (3aknlyeHne B MOHACTbIpb, NMWEHWEe caHa), npoueccyanb-
Has CTOpoHa Aena npepocTtaBnsnacb 6bl BeAeHUIO 61ar04MHHUYECKOro COoBeTa,
a BblHECEHVEe NPUroBopa A0/MKHbI BbIAN OCYLLECTBATL €NUCKON U NPEeCBUTEPCKUiA
coBeT. B gaHHOW MHCTaHUMW cneAcTBUMEM 3aHWMasics enapxuasnbHblli creposa-
Tesnb. BTopoii cyaebHol MHCTaHUWen no anennsauuam Ha pelleHus enapxmanbHoro
cyfa v nepBOil MHCTaHUMel MO peleHnio aen, KacatoWmnxcs enucKonoB, A0/KEeH
6bl1 cTaTb MUTPOMNONMYNIA cyf. BbiCWwel MHCTaHUWen ANnsS NpocToro AyXOBeHCTBa
(1, cooTBeTCTBEHHO, BTOPOV ANA ennCKOMNOB) SABASANACA MOMECTHbIN naTtpuapLunia
cyq [15, c. 135].

Enuckon Monoukuin Cepadmm, npusHaBas CyLLeCTBYIOLLYIO CUCTEMY LLepKOB-
HOro cyonpon3BoACcTBa “HECOBEPLUEHHO”, cuMTan HeobXxoAnUMbIM €€ ynydleHue
yepes3 BBeJeHVEe COOTBETCTBYHOLMX “AYXY LEPKOBHbIX KAHOHOB” (DOPM N METOA0B
[enonpon3soacTBa CBETCKOro cyga, ANA 4vero cnefosasno co3fatb B “CTpoe Ay-
XOBHO-CyAHOro npouecca” cnegyloune cragun: npegsaputesibHoe cneacTteue,
ocyuiecTsnaemoe cneunasnbHO MOATOTOB/EHHLIMU, OMbLITHBIMA U YNO/IHOMOYEH-
HbIMWU OT NMLa enuckona ocobamu; paccMOTpeHue AaHHbIX, A0ObITbIX B pe3ysb-
Tate npegBapuTenbLHOro cCneAcTBUA Ha AYXOBHOM cyge, W NpUHATUE pelleHus
“0 npefaHun 06BMHAEMOro AyXOBHOMY WU APYroMy cyAy WUnn npekpaiieHue npo-
N3BOACTBa CMEeACTBUSA”; B CnyyYyae nepefadv gena B AyXOBHbIA cyd nNpou3BOAUTb
cnencTteme nNyTém onpoca CTOPOH W cBMAeTenei “Ha Havanax cocTa3aTreflbHoro
npouecca” c nocseayoLwmnm BbIHECEHUEM CYyAbAMU BEpANKTa, nepefaBaemoro 3a-
TeM Ha OKOH4YaTeNlbHOe paccMoTpeHune enuckona. MNMpuaepxmBasach TOUKN 3peHus,
YTO B KOMMETEHUMI0 LLepKOBHOTO cya AO/DKHbl BXOAUTL NULWbL Te Aena, KoTopble
MMeT 3a COO0I “KaHOHMYEeCKOe OCHOBaHMe noanexarb 3TOMy cyay”, OH nonaran
HYXHbIM “U3bATL N NepepaTtb”’ N3 BeAeHUs AYXOBHOTO cyfda B BeJeHWe CBETCKOro
6pakopa3BoaHble gena, gena o nNpusHaHuy 6pakoB HeAeNCTBUTE/IbHbIMU, POXAe-
HMM OT 3aKOHHOro 6paka ¥ gena 06 ucnpasneHUn MeTpuyeckux 3anucei. Pele-
HMS, NPUHATbIE MO 3TUM BOMNPOCaM B CBETCKMX CyAeOHbIX WHCTaHLUMAX, B nocne-
aywouem coobwanucek 6bl AYXOBHOMY cyay “ANS AasibHelilero nocTaHOB/IEHUS U
pelweHuna”. Takke Hag/exano OTMEHUTb B LLEPKOBHOM cyae Teoputo hopMasibHbIX
JoKa3aTeNbCTB, Tak Kak B OCHOBE MPWHUMaeMbIX UM pelleHuidi OOSKHbI NexaTb
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“He dpopmasibHO 06CTaB/IEHHbIE”, a “HPABCTBEHHO yb6eauTenbHble” gaHHble. B ue-
NAX YCKOPEHUSA paccMoTpeHus cyaebHbiX Aen cnefoBano yacTb M3 HUX nepepatb
N3 KOHCUCTOPWUWN B 6/1arO4MHHMYECKME COBEeTbl, COCTOAWME U3 6aaro4MHHOro, ero
NMOMOLLHMKA W OAHOTO0 U36paHHOro Ha onpefesnéHHbli CPoK CBAWEHHMKa. B Be-
AeHune 6/1aro4MHHUYEeCcKUX COBEeTOB B CyAeOHOM OTHOLIEeHUM MOru 6biTb nepepja-
Hbl Aeflia 0 HapylweHUn AyXOBHbIMW fiMuammn “6naroumHus n 6naronosefeHuns”, 3a
KOTOpble nosarasiucb Hes3HaunTesibHble Mepbl Hakas3aHus; No B3aWMHbIM cropam
MOTyLLMM BO3HMKaTb M3-3a NOMIb30BaHUA ABWXUMOW U HEABWXMMOWA COBCTBEHHO-
CTbl0; MPOCbObLI O BO3HArpaxgieHuy 3a yuep6bl U MNOHECEHHble YObITKW, OLEeHU-
BalLlMecs Ha CyMMY He CBbllle NATUAECATUM pybneit; xanobbl 0 Bbinnate bec-
CMOPHbIX AOANOB U HapylleHne o0653aTtefnlbCTB Ha CYMMY He Bbllle cTa py6nei;
0 NINYHBIX 06Maax n ockopbaeHusax, KoTopble MOryT npekpawaTtbcs no B3anMMHO-
My MPUMWPEHUIO, a TakKxe Aena, nepefasaemMble enapxvasibHblM HavyabCTBOM
B 6narounHHu4eckne coseTbl. He obxasioBaHHbIE B TeYeHME Mecsua C MOMeHTa
06bABNEHUA peLleHns “CuMTaloTCs BOWEeALMMU B 3aKOHHYIO Culy M ob6xanosa-
HUIO He nogsexart”, a o6xanoBaHHble B YCTaHOB/IEHHOE BPEeMs fefia pellatoTcs
B ernapxuasbHOM cyfe KoHcucTopuu. MNMpusHaBanocb HEO6XO0AUMbIM, YTOObI TPYA,
nnu, yvyacTBYIOLWNX B NPUHATUN peLleHnin no cyaebHbiM genam, “Obla1 4OCTaTOYHO
BO3HArpaxgeH unn us cpeacTB KasHbl, UM U3 MECTHbIX cpeacTB” [15, ¢. 197-203].

Enunckon pogHeHckuii HukaHop Haxoawn, Y4To enapxvasnbHblil cyf BNOAHE Mor
coBepliaTbCca Yepes CyLlecTBYOLWMIA Npu enunckone coseT. Bce ero BaxHble gena
pelwwanncb bbl Ha eXerogHom enapxvasibHOM cO60pe AYyXOBEHCTBA W MUPSH, HEKO-
TOpble M3 HUX MOI/IM nepefaBaTbCA Ha pacCMOTpeHue B MUTPONOAUYbU U 0611acT-
Hble cobopsbl [15, c. 225].

Mo MHeHWIO apxmenuckona JIMToBCckoro HukaHapa, Bcs NoaHOTa BNactu B cyneb-
HOM OTHOLUEHUN A0/MKHA Bblna 6bITb COCpefoToYeHa B pykax enunckona, B NoMoLlb
KOTOpPOMY Mpu npecsuTepuare 06pa3oBbiBa/IUCh 2-3 AO/HKHOCTY B 3aBMCMMOCTU OT
pasMepoB enapxuu, AyXOBHbIX criegoBaTenieil us vy, nmerwmnx 6orocnosckoe 06-
pasoBaHue 1 06nagatoLLmx BbICOKUM NacTbIPCKMM aBTOPUTETOM. JInua, He0BO/IbHbIE
NMpuYroBOpoM cyfa envckona, UMesiv Npaso anesIMpoBaTb K MUTPOMONIMYbEMY CYAY U

Ccyay “NnepBeHCTBYIOLL Tensa u ero cmHoga” [16, c. 332-333].
3aknwyeHune
Takum o6pasom aumsi pesiMrmosHoli XusHm B Poccuiickoit umnepun n

Ha 6e/I0pyCcCKMX 3eM/ifX B Hadasie XX CT. MocTaBuia Ha MOBECTKy AHA BOMPOC O
peopMMPOBaHIN MHCTUTYTA NPABOC/IABHON LepkBu. OAHOI 13 rNaBHbIX COCTAB/A-
OLMX AAHHOTO BoMpoca siBAsi/lack npobsiema Npeo6pasoBaHnsl LIEePKOBHOMO cyaa.
MpaBocnaBHOE [YXOBEHCTBO Kak POCCUICKUX, Tak U GEM0pPyCCKMX 3eMefb BbICTyna-
N0 3a HEeOT/IOXKHOEe pelleHne JaHHO npobGfembl, npeanarasi KOMMNJEKC Mep, KoTo-
pble, MO €ro MHEeHWo, AO0/MKHbI Bbl/IM B KOHEYUHOM cueTe CMoco6CTBOBATL AasibHei-
LeMy YKpenIeHuio No3uumii LLepkoBHoro cyaa. OAHako BNacTu, 3aMHTepecoBaHHble
B COXPaHEHNN C/I0XMBLLIEroCs CTaTyc-KBO BO B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUAX C NMPaBOCIABHO
LIepPKOBbIO, HE MOCUUTA/IM HEOBXOAMMbIM U3MEHATb WX. BCS CMOXHOCTL BO3HUKLLEN
cUTyauum 3ak/odanacb B TOM, YTO BMAcTM Tak M HE CMOI/IN OTKa3aTbCs OT [BYXBe-
KOBOI MPUBbLIUKM KOHTPONSA Haf LepkoBbio. CO CBOEW CTOPOHLI, MpaBoc/aBHoOe Ay-
XOBEHCTBO, 0CO3HaBasi HEOGX0AMMOCTb pediopM, He MOT/0 cAenaTb PeLInTeIbHOro
lara Ha nmyTW K UX OCYLLECTB/IEHWNIO Ge3 OrfsiaKM Ha opraHbl rpaAaHcKoli BnacTu.
B pe3ynbTaTe NpeasioXeHns 06 N3MEHEHUN MOSIOXEHNSA LIEPKOBHOMO CyAa OCTa/lnCh
HeBOCTpe6oBaHHbLIMU.
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Tabunov V. THE POSITION OF THE ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE OF THE BELARUSIAN
LANDS REGARDING THE REFORM OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL COURT IN THE EARLY
XX™ CENTURY.

The article analyzes the attitude of the Orthodox episcopate of the Belarusian lands
to one of the most pressing issues of the Orthodox Church of the early twentieth century -
the transformation of the ecclesiastical court. Despite slight differences in the solution
of this issue, the representatives of the episcopate were united regarding the urgency of
transformation of the ecclesiastical court with an aim to strengthen its position in the legal
field. The authorities of the Russian Empire, largely under the influence of the social upheaval
of 1905-1907, agreed to meet the requirements of the Orthodox clergy and declared the
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intention to consider the reform of the institution of the Orthodox Church in general. However
the decline ofsocial tension and the unwillingness ofthe ruling circles ofthe country to change
the existing relationship with the Orthodox Church eventually led to the adjournment of the
decision on the transformation.

Keywords: the Belarusian lands, the Russian Empire, the Orthodox Church, clergy,
bishop, the Holy Synod, the Ober-Prosecutor, the reform of the ecclesiastical court.



