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Students’ ability to use a foreign language in specific professional, business, scientific situations 
is highly-demanded at the modern labour market. Teaching a foreign language at University should 
be focused on establishing the links between general and major subjects and developing students’ 
professional culture, including the sense of justice of future lawyers. Mastering a foreign language 
is to go hand in hand with the development of personal qualities of students, acquisition of special 
skills based on linguistic and professional knowledge.
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Способность студентов использовать иностранный язык в конкретных профессиональ­
ных, деловых, научных областях востребована на современном рынке труда. Преподавание 
иностранного языка в университете должно быть направлено на установление связей между 
общими и профильными предметами и развитие профессиональной культуры студентов, 
включая правосознание будущих юристов. Овладение иностранным языком в вузе должно 
включать развитие личностных качеств студентов, приобретение специальных навыков, ос­
нованных на лингвистических и профессиональных знаниях.

Ключевые слова: профессиональные и лингвистические знания, связи между общими 
и профильными предметами, коммуникативный подход, развитие профессиональной культу­
ры студентов, будущие юристы, правосознание

A cco rd in g  to  th e  cu rren t leg is la tio n  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  B e la ru s in  th e  fie ld  o f  
edu ca tio n , stu d en ts  o f  a ll n o n -lin g u istic  facu ltie s  o f  any  u n iv ers ity  study  a fo re ig n  
language. T he m ain  a im  o f  s tudy ing  the  su b jec t a t th ese  facu ltie s  is to  d evelop  
s tu d e n ts’ co m m u n ica tiv e  co m p eten ce  m ak in g  th em  ab le  to  use  a fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  as 
a  m ean s o f  p ro fessio n al an d  in te rp erso n al in te rac tio n  [1; 2].

O f  p a rticu la r  re lev an ce  is a  p ro fess io n a lly -o rien ted  ap p ro ach  to  teach in g  a 
fo re ig n  language, w h ic h  p ro v id es fo r th e  fo rm atio n  o f  th e  ab ility  o f  stu d en ts  to  use  a 
fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  in  specific  p ro fessio n al, b u sin ess , sc ien tific  fields an d  situations. It 
in v o lv es a  co m b in a tio n  o f  m as te rin g  a  p ro fessio n a lly  o rien ted  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  w ith
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the development of personal qualities of students, acquisition of special skills based 
on professional and linguistic knowledge. Besides, the needs of students in learning 
a foreign language dictated by the peculiarities of their future profession or specialty 
are also to be taken into account.

To follow the modern tendency, teaching a foreign language at University 
is greatly focused on establishing the links between general and core subjects and 
developing students’ professional culture. One of the crucial elements of future lawyers’ 
professional culture is the sense of justice that later would greatly affect both their 
proficiency as an integral part of the system of courts and law enforcement institutions, 
and the well-being of the whole society that they are supposed to protect [3, p. 51].

Hereinafter the term “sense of justice” is defined as a system of legal theories, 
views, ideas, concepts, notions, and feelings expressing the attitudes of individuals, 
social groups and the entire society towards existing legislation and desirable legislation, 
its principles, values and different legal phenomena, as well as the behaviour of people 
and activities of the state in the field of law (based on D. Yagofarov’s definition from [4, 
c. 108]). As far as developing sense of justice is a life-long process, when considering 
the sense of justice of law students, attention should be paid to professional sense 
of justice specifically that is being developed by the means of specially organized 
educational process and later on -  when practicing law.

A number of factors affect this process. At the macrolevel (being one of the 
forms of public consciousness) it is influenced by a set of interconnected social, 
political, economic, cultural factors that are interrelated with political consciousness, 
the system of moral and religious norms, arts, philosophy and other fields of science. 
And legal education aiming at developing a high level of sense of justice and legal 
professional culture while transferring the certain system of legal principles and 
values makes its significant part (based on [5, p. 55]).

Naturally, different subjects studied at University contribute to legal education 
to a certain degree, but foreign language is among the most promising subjects even 
not being a major one in its real sense. It offers a variety of opportunities through 
the contents of the professional topics studied, as well as diverse active educational 
methods, techniques and forms of study, thus promoting the development of all 
four elements that considered together make the structure of the sense of justice. 
These elements are: cognitive (legal knowledge and awareness), operative (ability 
to follow the legal norms and rules, use the acquired educational experience in a real 
life in a right way), axiological (a set of values to follow when practicing law) and 
reflexive ones. And foreign language is to touch upon each of them, thus promoting 
the development of the sense of justice as a complex phenomenon.

To reach the objective set, the contents of the teaching materials studied for 
law students at Mogilev State A.A. Kuleshov University have been designed to 
implement the principle of interdisciplinarity. On the one hand, it is to promote 
broading and enriching students’ mind, and helps socialize them through education 
as one of the agents of socialization; on the other hand, it contributes to laying the
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fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e ir  su ccessfu l p ro fessio n a l p e rfo rm an ce  as law y ers in  fu ture. The 
d em an d s o f  law  studen ts a ris in g  fro m  th e ir  fu tu re  p ro fess io n  are  a lso  tak e n  into 
acco u n t w h e n  se lec tin g  th e  co n ten ts o f  th e  teach in g  m ateria ls .

T he s truc tu re  o f  the  m o d u le  is rep re sen ted  by  a  te rm in o lo g ica l d ictionary , 
p ro fe ss io n a lly -o rien ted  tex ts , a  se t o f  ex erc ises  fo r re v iew in g  a n d  system atiz in g  
v o cab u lary  a n d  p rac tic in g  read in g  co m p reh en sio n , as w e ll as g en era tin g  sub seq u en t 
d iscu ssio n , an n o ta tio n  a n d  abstrac ting . S tuden ts g e t a cq u a in ted  w ith  th e  d e fin ition  
a n d  fu n c tio n s o f  the  law  in  th e  life  o f  society  a n d  d iscu ss w h a t the  w o rld  o f  law lessn ess 
w o u ld  b e  like  (the to p ic  “L a w  a n d  S o c ie ty ”), re fre sh  an d  co n so lid a te  k n o w led g e  
fro m  th e  h isto ry  o f  law , c rim in al a n d  c iv il law  acq u ired  in  the  p ro cess  o f  m as te rin g  
m ajo r d isc ip lin es (top ics “F ro m  th e  h isto ry  o f  law ” , “L a w  E n fo rcem en t” , e tc .), carry  
o u t a  co m p ara tiv e  ana ly sis  o f  som e law  deg ree  p ro g ram s in  th e  U S A , B rita in  and  
B e la ru s  (the to p ic  “M y  fu tu re  p ro fess io n ”), co n d u ct a  survey  an d  d iscu ss th e  p ros 
a n d  cons o f  the  d ea th  penalty , etc. S tuden ts study  ed u ca tio n a l an d  m eth o d o lo g ica l 
m a te ria ls  “L eg a l S y stem  in  B e la ru s” , w h ic h  co n so lid a te  th e ir  k n o w led g e  ab o u t the 
m a in  m ile s to n es  in  th e  fo rm atio n  o f  th e  B e la ru s ian  leg a l system , p ro v id e  a  b r ie f  
o v e rv iew  o f  th e  fea tu res  o f  the  fam ily  o f  R o m an o -G erm an ic  law , to  w h ic h  the  
B e la ru s ian  lega l sy s tem  b e lo n g s , desc rib e  g ro u p s o f  e lem en ts  in  the  s truc tu re  o f  the 
lega l system , one  o f  w h ic h  in c lu d es leg a l aw areness. It sh o u ld  be  stressed , th a t u sin g  
th e  official leg a l p o rta l o f  the  R ep u b lic  o f  B e la ru s [3] as a  sou rce  o f  in fo rm a tio n  
en su res its re liab ility . T he p rac tice  show s th a t one  o f  th e  fac to rs  en su rin g  th e  success 
a n d  e ffec tiv en ess o f  th e  p ro fess io n a l a ctiv ity  o f  a  fu tu re  sp ec ia lis t is th e  ab ility  to  
fu n c tio n  in  th e  m o d e rn  in fo rm a tio n  en v iro n m en t, rece iv e , p ro cess , in te rp re t and  
tran sm it p ro fessio n ally  s ign ifican t in fo rm atio n , th a t’s w h y  the  spec ia l a tten tio n  is 
p a id  to  u s in g  au th en tic  tex ts, in c lu d in g  leg a l docum en ts. A  sign ifican t p o ten tia l in  
te rm s o f  th e  fo rm atio n  o f  p ro fessio n a l leg a l aw aren ess o f  s tuden ts o f  leg a l sp ec ia lties 
b e lo n g s to  th e  d iscu ss io n  o f  b rie fs  o f  c rim in al o r ad m in istra tiv e  cases, p a sse d  court 
dec isio n s o r  p reced en ts , th e  d ev elo p m en t o f  co llec tiv e  reg u la to ry  dec isio n s in  the 
co u rse  o f  jo in t  g ro u p  activ ities. B a se d  o n  th e  re su lts  o f  w o rk in g  w ith  lega l tex ts  
a n d  a  set o f  exerc ises , stu d en ts  e n rich  th e ir  ac tive  p ro fess io n a l vocabu lary , m ak e  up  
stru c tu ra l a n d  lo g ica l charts, p a rtic ip a te  in  d iscu ssin g  th e  m a in  fea tu res  an d  structure  
o f  lega l co n sc io u sn ess, share  o p in io n s o n  the  cu rren t sy s tem  o f  law  -  its ju s tic e  o r 
in ju s tice , e ffec tiv en ess o r inefficiency , p ro s  an d  cons, etc.

Such a varie ty  o f  situations p rov ides an  im portan t fou n d a tio n  fo r studying  the 
structure  an d  na ture  o f  the  p ro fessional activ ity  o f  fu ture  law yers, lay  the  foundation  
o f  p ro fessional ethics. etc. T he m ateria ls o f  the  p ro fessional m o d u le  in cluded  in  the 
con ten t o f  the  d isc ip line  “fo reign  language” com plem en t the  com plex  o f  know ledge 
o f  fu ture  law yers abou t the  law  as a  system  o f  n o rm s and  practice , o b ta ined  w hen  
studying  core  subjects, an d  also  create  conditions fo r th e ir assignm en t at the  level 
o f  va lue  o rien tations and  fu rth er app lication  in  th e ir fu ture  p ractica l activity. The 
m ate ria ls o f  the  p ro fessional m od u le  p rov ide  conditions fo r studying the  sub ject and 
conten t o f  the  specialty, the  structure and  na ture  o f  p ro fessional activ ity  o f  specialists,
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typ ica l situations an d  socio-cu ltu ra l no rm s o f  business com m unica tion , the  b asics o f  
p ro fessional eth ics an d  o ther im portan t aspects. T he study o f  these  m ateria ls a llow s 
studen ts to ga in  add itional p ro fessional know ledge  an d  stim ulates the  fo rm ation  o f  
p rofessionally  significant p e rsonal qualities an d  a system  o f  lega l v iew s they  form , 
includ ing  the  basis o f  legal consciousness. B esides, com m unicative  approach  to 
teach in g  a fo reign  language invo lves the  o rgan ization  o f  the  teach ing  process as a 
m odel o f  the  co m m unica tion  process. F o re ig n  language classes b ecom e classes 
o f  learn ing  to com m unica te  th rough  com m unication : studen ts acquire and  m aster 
co m m unica tion  techn iques, speech  e tiquette , strategy an d  tac tics o f  d ialogic  an d  group  
com m unication , learn  to solve various com m unica tive  tasks, i.e. they  m aste r the  skills 
to  com m unica te , estab lish  con tacts w ith  o th er people , lea rn  to p ractise  in itiative, tact, 
w hich  are am ong  the  m o st p rofessionally  significant qualities o f  a  m o d ern  specialist. 
M aste rin g  a  language is m aste rin g  such  a  language m ech an ism  th a t enab les a  person  
to  be  a fu ll-fledged  p artic ipan t o f  com m unication , in  o ther w ords, to generate  and  
perce ive  a  tex t a n d  thereby  exchange in fo rm ation  in  accordance w ith  the  real situation  
o f  com m unica tion  an d  to the  ex ten t set by  the  p ragm atic  p u rpose  o f  com m unication .

T hus, th e  study  o f  th e  p ro fessio n al m o d u le  as a n  in teg ral co m p o n en t o f  fo re ig n  
lan g u ag e  ed u ca tio n  a t a  h ig h er ed u ca tio n a l e stab lish m en t en rich es th e  co m p lex  
o f  k n o w led g e  ab o u t th e  law  as a  sy s tem  o f  n o rm s an d  p rac tice  rece iv ed  by law  
studen ts w h en  m as te rin g  m ajo r su b jects, an d  h as  a  rea l reg u la to ry  im pac t, p ro v id in g  
co n d itio n s fo r th e ir  a ssig n m en t a t th e  lev e l o f  v a lu e  o rien ta tio n s, w h ich  w ill 
co n trib u te  to  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  n o rm ativ e  a p p lica tio n  an d  c o n so lid a tio n  in  th e  course  
o f  su b seq u en t p rac tica l activ ities.

T each ing  a  m ajo r sub jec t by  th e  m ean s o f  a  fo re ig n  language, teach in g  a 
fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  b y  th e  m ean s o f  a  m a jo r  su b jec t is one o f  th e  im p o rtan t p ro b lem s 
o f  p ro fessio n al tra in in g  o f  a  fu tu re  law yer. S u ch  an  ap p ro ach  to  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f  
th e  ed u ca tio n a l a n d  co g n itive  p ro cess  in  a  fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  le sso n  p ro v id es a  se t o f  
co n d itio n s fo r th e  ex ch an g e  o f  d iverse , so m etim es o p posite  ju d g m e n ts  ab o u t the  law  
o n  the  b asis  o f  a n a ly zed  in fo rm atio n , w h ich  co n trib u tes  to  th e  fo rm atio n  o f  h igh ly  
d em an d ed  p ro fess io n a l sk ills o f  fu tu re  law y ers  an d  stim u la tes th e  fo rm atio n  o f  th e ir  
p ro fessio n al leg a l aw aren ess in  th e  un ity  o f  leg a l id eo logy  a n d  leg a l psychology .
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