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S P O R T

T O P I C A L  V O C A B U L A R Y  (to be t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Russian):

Sports: a r chery, a t h l e t i c s  (track a n d  field), b a s k e t b a l l ,  b o ­

xing, c ycling, e q u e s t r i a n  s p o rts, fencing, football, 

g y m n a s t i c s ,  handb a l l ,  p e n t a t h l o n ,  s hooting, row i n g  and 

c a n o e i n g  sports, swimm i n g ,  d i v ing, water polo, v o l l e y ­

ball, w e i g h t l i f t i n g ,  w r e s t l i n g ,  y a c h t i n g ,  s kating, s k i ­

ing, d i s c u s  (hammer, javelin) throwing, h u r d l e  races, 

m a r a t h o n ,  p o l e - j u m p i n g ,  t o b o g g a n i n g ,  b a d m i n t o n ,  cricket, 

golf, h o ckey, rugby, (lawn) tennis, t a b l e  tennis, chess, 

d raughts, billia r d s .

Spor t s  equipment:' barbell, c h e s s b o a r d ,  c hessman, d r a u g h t s m a n ,  

discus, javelin, net, puck, racket, rings, 

th i c k  g l oves, t r a m p o l i n e ,  u n e v e n  (parallel) 

b a r s .

S p o r t s  m o v e m e n t :  a m a t e u r  sports, b i g - t i m e  sports, ind o o r  sports';

o u t d o o r  sports, p r o f e s s i o n a l  sport, sports, 

s p o r t s m a n s h i p ,  to be e n c a g e d  in.

C o m p e t i t i o n  s i t s s ; court, p l a y i n g  r i e i o  (basketbaii, vo-ilsy — 

ball), c y c l e  track, foo t b a l l  field, h o c k e y  

field, gym, spo r t s  hall, t r a i n i n g  hall, ring, 

sports c o mplex, s t adium, s w i m m i n g  pool, track, 

venue, the Pal a c e  of A q u a t i c  Sports.

Kinds of c o m p e t i t i o n s ; c h a m p i o n s h i p ,  tc hold a c h a m p i e n s h i p ,c o m ­

p etit i o n ,  to c o n d u c t  coispeti tic-ns , con-~~'" 

test, даше, the O l y m p i c  G a m e s , m a t c h , c u p  

natch, f r i e n d l y  match, m e e t  ( s s e t i n g ) (pre­

l iminary, tournaiaent, to s t a g e  a t o u r n a ­

ment, to c o m p l e t e ,  c o m p e t i t o r .

S y s t e m  of c o m p e t i t i o n s :  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  e l i m i n a t i o n (k n o c k o u t )

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  p r e l i m i n a r i e s ,  final.
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g u a r t e r - f i n a l s , s e m i - f i n a l s /  trials.
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Forms of c o m p e t i t i o n s :  a t tempt (try), best a ttempt/ e x t r a  at<-■

tempt/ last t r y / v a l i d  a ttempt/ heat 

(athletics/ cycling/ r o wing)/ jump/ lap 

(athletics)/ leg/ race, round/ set

P r e p a r a t i o n  for c o m p e t i t i o n s :  t rainer/ training/ t r a i n i n g  area,

t r a i n i n g  camp/ warra-up/ w ork-out.

Du r a t i o n  of c o m p e t i t i o n s :  d u r a t i o n /  ha l f - t i m e /  i nterval/ p e r i ­

od/ s t o p - w a t c h .

B egi n n i n g  of c o m p e t i t i o n s /  start: d r a w , d r a w i n g  of lots/ line-

-up/ start/ fa l s e  start/ to call the starters.

End of c o m p e t i t i o n s /  finish: c l o s i n g  day/ finish/ fin i s h  line,

o r d e r  of finish.

A t h l e t e s : o pponent/ also- r a n /  ama t e u r /  athlete/ c o m p e t i t o r /new

entrant/ o u t s i d e r /  p r i z e  winner/ p r o f e s s i o n a l /  runner- 

up, s u b s t i t u t e .

T e a m s : c l u b  team, h ost (home) team/ j u niors team/ O l y m p i c  team, 

v i s i t i n g  team.

A u d i e n c e : ad m i s s i o n /  ticket, fan,' sport enth u s i a s t /  seat(s),

sp e c tator, stand(s)/ to s u p p o r t  s m b / to root for, to 

c h e e r  for, to shout for.

Referees and judges: b o a r d  of r e f e r e e s  and judges, judge, a s s i s ­

tant judge, to judge/ judging/ jury, o f f i c i a l ,  to 

of f i c i a t e /  o f f i c i a t i n g /  refe ree , to r e f e r e e / r e ­

fereeing, umpire/ to umpire.

Rules and r e g u l a t i o n s :  caution/ cen s u r e /  to c ensure/ d i s q u a l i ­

fication/ to d i s q u a l i f y ,  foul, offence, 

offender/ rules, r e g u l a t i o n s /  to obs e r -
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ve the rules» to v i o l a t e  the rules, w a r ­

ning.

C o m p e t i t i o n  r e sults: to c o n c e d e  a goal, to s a v e  a goal, to

s c o r e  a goal, to lose a point, to s c o r e  

points, to w i n  a point, point advant a g e ,  

score, final score, p r e l i m i n a r y  score, to 

e q u a l i z e  the score, to o pen the score, 

to score a win, to win, winner, defeat, 

to s u f f e r  d e feat, to lose, loser, loss, 

draw, to draw, tie, to tie on points, r e ­

cord, to b r e a k  a record, to e q u a l i z e  a 

record, to set (to make) a record, r e c o r d  

holder, to b e c o m e  a champion, to c h a l l e n ­

ge the title, to d e f e n d  the title.

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  TEXT

It is no e x a g g e r a t i o n  to say that c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  of s o c i ­

ety in our time is u n t h i n k a b l e  w i t h o u t  the p r o g r e s s  of p h y s i c a l  

c u l t u r e  and sport. O u r  c o u n t r y  has r e a s o n  to be proud of its 

a c h i e v e m e n t s  in this sphere.

P h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  has b een p r a c t i s e d  in R u s s i a  for c e n t u r i ­

es in games, s w i m m i n g ,  skiing, w r e s t l i n g ,  fisticuffs, riding, 

h u n t i n g .

P h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  can h e l p  you to live longer, feel h e a l t h i ­

er and c ope w ith l i f e ' s  p r o b l e m s .  V a r i o u s ' a c t i v i t i e s  ca n  help 

you k e e p  fit: from r u n n i n g  m a r a t h o n s  to c l i m b i n g  m o u n t a i n s .

G o o d  hea l t h  is a g r e a t  b l e s s i n g .  E v e r y o n e  should do all he 

can to s t a y  h e althy. B e i n g  in g o o d  h e a l t h  m e a n s  having b o t h  b o ­

dy and m ind in g o o d  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  free from d i s e a s e  and pain.

The a n c i e n t s  said, "A s o u n d  m i n d  in a sound body". T h e r e f o r e  we 

b e g i n  to te a c h  our c h i l d r e n  to l ove sport s i n c e  early c h i l d ­

hood. In k i n d e r g a r t e n s  the ch i l d  ta k e s  his first sp o r t i n g  steps 

- he l e a r n s  to run, j ump and dan c e .  T h r o u g h o u t  school and c o l l e ­

ge g y m n a s t i c s  is a c o m p u l s o r y  su b j e c t .  In sch o o l  we d i s c o v e r  

our f a v o u r i t e  s p o r t s  and games. T o d a y  s p o r t s  t e achers in s c h ools 

can h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  id e a s  about w hy they are t eaching sport.
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Sh o u l d  they try to p r o d u c e  a w i n n i n g  team? S h o u l d  t hey use 

sport for c h a r a c t e r  b u i l d i n g ?  S h o u l d  t h e y  t e a c h  a lot of t e c h ­

niq u e ?  Or shou l d  t hey just t e a c h  the p u p i l s - t o  en j o y  the game? 

No m a t t e r  w h a t  the a n s w e r  m i g h t  be th e  scho o l  ha s  alwa y s  been 

the p l a c e  for t r a i n i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  s p o r t s m e n . S ome of t h e m  b e ­

come p r o f e s s i o n a l s  bu t  m a j o r i t y  rem a i n  amate u r s .

S port is an e s s e n t i a l  part of s t u d e n t  life, too. As a rule 

good s c h o l a r s h i p  g o e s  h and in h and w i t h  g ood s p o r t s m a n s h i p .

All sorts of p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  are v e r y  h e l p f u l  to make 

our b o d i e s  str o n g  as well as to k e e p  us well m e n t a l l y .  So if 

we w ant to k eep o u r s e l v e s  fit/ we h a v e  to go in for spo r t s  or 

games. Peo p l e  p lay g a m e s  - in s ome g a m e s  each p e r s o n  is for 

himself/ in o t h e r s  t h e r e  are teams. S o m e  g a m e s  a re quiet/ 

o t h e r s  are very l i v e l y .  E v e r y  g a m e  has its own rules. Winning 

and losi n g  ar e  a l w a y s  a part of p l a y i n g  a game. No list could 

be m a d e  of all the g a m e s  peo p l e  play. G a m e s  that take a great 

deal of a t h l e t i c  sk i l l  are of t e n  c a l l e d  sports. Foo t b a l l  (so­

ccer)/ tennis, hockey/ b a s ketball, for instance/ are sports.

We k n o w  and ma y  go in for a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of s p o r t s  and g a ­

mes. O u r  s p o r t s m e n  h a v e  e x c e l l e n t  s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  at their 

d i s p o s a l  - p a l a c e s  of sports/ stadi u m s /  s p o r t s  g rounds/ g y m n a ­

siums/ s w i m m i n g - p o o l s / tenn i s  cou r t s  - and e x c e l l e n t  coaches. 

Not o n l y  c h a m p i o n s  and k een s p o r t s m e n  but a n y o n e  can take part 

in s p o r t s  an d  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  If yo u  like light a t h l e t i c s  you 

ma y  go in for running/ jumping/ throwing.

ilany p e o p l e  are f ond of w i n t e r  sports: sp e e d  skating/ f i g u ­

r e - s k a t i n g /  skiing/ s k i - j u m p i n g .  In s u m m e r  yo u  c an go in for 

swimming, driving, rowing, sailing/ y a c h t i n g  and c ycling. B o ­

xing, w r e s t l i n g , w e i g h t - l i f t i n g /  fencing, s hooting, m o u n t a i n e e ­

ring, s l a l o m  and c h e s s  a l s o  have m i l l i o n s  of f o l l o w e r s .  Many 

peop l e  are very g o o d  at v a r i o u s  games: football, rugby, ice- 

-hockey, tennis, t a b l e - t e n n i s ,  b a s k e t b a l l ,  v o l l e y - b a l l ,  golf.

It's no w o n d e r  that ou r  s p o r t s m e n  h ave t r e m e n d o u s  s u ccess

at w o r l d  and E u r o p e a n  c h a m p i o n s h i p s  and O l y m p i c  Games.
\

E very year a g r e a t  n u m b e r  of d i f f e r e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n s  are held 

at d i f f e r e n t  lev e l s  - s t a r t i n g  w i t h  s c h o o l s  and f i n i s h i n g  by 

n a tional levels. T h e n  w i n n e r s  of n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s  take 

part in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a m p i o n s h i p s :  W o r l d  and E u r o p e a n  ones:

-6-
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O l y m p i c  Games, G o o d  Will Games, Students' O l y m p i a d s ,  an d  so on. 

Ev e r y  f our y e a r s  the y o u t h  of the w h o l e  v/orld c ome t o g e t h e r  at 

the O l y m p i c  Games, the g r e a t e s t  spo r t s  e v e n t  o£ i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r .  The b est a t h l e t e s  of each n a t i o n  c o m p e t e  there with 

one a n o t h e r  in all k i n d s  of sport. Th e  O l y m p i c  G a m e s , a n d  Youth 

F e s t i v a l s ,  and The W o r l d  S t u d e n t s '  G a m e s  as w ell g i v e  t h o u s a n d s  

of y o u n g  p e o p l e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to meet, to m ake c o n t a c t s  and 

get b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w ith e a c h  other. T h e y  h e l p  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

r e l a t i o n s  among p e o p l e  of d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  views, d i f f e r e n t  

w a y s  of life and d i f f e r e n t  bel i e f s .  T h e y  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e  

to the w o r l d ' s  peace, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  an d  f r i e n d ­

ship.

S p o r t  is an e x c i t i n g  c r e a t i v e  s p h e r e  of hard w o r k  and c o m p e ­

tition, a s p h e r e  w h e r e  men a n d  w o m e n  w a n t  to s u r p a s s  t h e m s e l ­

ves. S p o r t  is m a n i f o l d  and e v e r y o n e  s e e k s  in it a n s w e r s  to his 

own p r o b l e m s .  Not w i t h o u t  r e a s o n  do p e o p l e  say that sport is 

a w o r l d  of its ow n  and it c a n ' t  m e a n  the s ame to everybody.

A N S W E R  TH E  F O L L O W I N G  Q U E S T I O N S :

-7-

1. Wh y  d o  p e o p l e  in our c o u n t r y  pa y  so m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  to the

d e v e l o p m e n t  of s p orts? K h a t  are the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  features

of p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g ?

2. Is sport an e s s e n t i a l  p art of s t u d e n t  life?

3. Does s p o r t  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  in their s t u d i e s ?

4. W h a t  s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  are at the d i s p o s a l  or our people?

5. Do R u s s i a n  a t h l e t e s  take p art in c o m p e t i t i o n s  a b r o a d ?  Same 

some of them.

6. W h a t  g a m e s  can be p l a y e d  all the y ear round?

7. W h a t  s u m m e r  (winter) s p o r t s  and g a m e s  do you know?

8. G o o d  s c h o l a r s h i p  an d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  u s u a l l y  go h and in hand,

d o n 't they?

9. Do sp o r t  c o n t a c t s  p lay an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in p r o m o t i n g  i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  and m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ?

10 . W h a t  m a k e s  a g o o d  s p o r t s m a n ?
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piVE T H E  M E A N I N G  OE T H E  W O R D  "SPORT" IN TH E  F O L L O W I N G  S E N T E N ­

CES :

1. Come along, be a sport. Don't let us down. 2. He w a s  s p o r ­

ting a new tie. 3. T h a t ' s  w hat I w o u l d  call a s p o r t i n g  p r o ­

p osition. 4. T h e y  w e r e  maki n g  sport of his new a t t a c h m e n t .

5. I didn't m e a n  s e r i o u s l y .  I s aid in sport. 6. I'tn go i n g  

off on a h o l i d a y  t omorrow. W h a t  sport! 7. They s e t t l e d  all 

the d i f f e r e n c e s  in a spirit of true s p o r t s m a n s h i p .

WHAT DO THE F O L L O W I N G  W O R D  C O M B I N A T I O N S  M E A N  WHEN U S E D  IN E V E ­

RYDAY L I F E , N O T  IN SPORT:

to re a c h  one's goal: to p lay the game; to toe the line; to 

play a losing game; to be a g o o d  loser; to be g r e a t l y  h a n d i ­

capped; to be b o w l e d  out; to run w ith the h are and h u n t  w ith 

the hounds; to k e e p  the ball r o l l i n g ;  to h ave the ball at one's 

feet; it's not cri c k e t .

W H A T ' S  YOUR OWN F A V O U R I T E  SPORT? W H Y  D O E S  IT A P P E A L  TO YOU?

WHAT DO YOU T H I N K  IS TH E  M E A N I N G  OF E A C H  OF T H E S E  E X P R E S S I O N S  

D E R I V E D  FROM SPORT?

Y ou ' r e  letting the s i d e  down; y o u ' r e  a p o o r  sport; t h a t ' s  not 

fair play; he's a d a r k  horse; the o dds ar e  ten to one a g a i n s t  

it; the gam e ' s  up; h e ' s  r o c k i n g  the boat; you must take the 

plunge; it wa s  a k n o c k - o u t  b low to me.

Te*t: SPORTS''IN“BRITAffN

The B r i t i s h  ar e  a s p o r t s - l o v i n g  n a t i o n . S p o r t s  in E n g l a n d  take 

many forms: o r g a n i z e d  sports, w h i c h  a t t r a c t  huge c r o w d s  to enco u f  

rage their f a v o u r i t e  t e a m  to vic t o r y ,  a t h l e t i c  g a m e s  p l a y e d  for 

r e c r e a t i o n  and o t h e r s .

Some sports are c a l l e d  s p e c t a t o r  sp,orts, w hen the n u m b e r  of 

specta t o r s  is g r e a t e r  t han the n u m b e r  of peo p l e  p l a y i n g  in the 

game. Other s p o r t s  are cal l e d  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  spor t s  a t t a c t i n g  large 

crowds only on s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  such as t o u r n a m e n t s .
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Cr i c k e t ,  soccer, rugby» tennis/ s q u ash, table tennis, b a d ­

m i n ton, c a n o e i n g  and s n o o k e r  w e r e  all i n v e n t e d  in B r i t a i n .  T h e  

first r u l e s  for s uch s p o r t s  as boxing, golf, hockey, y a c h t i n g  

and h o r s e - r a c i n g  a lso o r i g i n a t e d  f rom B r itain. The most p o p u l a r  

s p o r t s  that p e o p l e  take p art in, r a t h e r  thain w atching, are 

a ngling, s n o o k e r  and dar t s .  The g ame p e c u l i a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

E n g l a n d  is c r icket. C r i c k e t  is slow, and a sp e c t a t o r ,  s i t t i n g  in 

the a f t e r n o o n  sun af t e r  his lunch, m a y  be e x c u s e d  for h a v i n g  a 

l i t t l e  s l e e p  for half an hour. A m a t c h  can taka five d ays - and 

still end in a draw. C r i c k e t  is m a k i n g  no p r o g r e s s  in p o p u l a r i t y .  

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o o t b a l l  or s o c c e r  is v ery p o pular. The F o o t b a l l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  d r e w  up the r u l e s  of the m o d e r n  g a m e  in 1363 an d  

in 1888 12 c l u b s  joined t o g e t h e r  to f o r m  the first F o o t b a l l’ 

League. E n g l a n d  w o n  the W o r l d  C u p  in 1S66. N e a r l y  49 m i l l i o n  

s p e c t a t o r s  e a c h  y e a r  a t t e n d  m a t c h e s  b e t w e e n  the g r e a t  p r o f e s s i o ­

nal t e a m s  o r g a n i z e d  by the F o o t b a l l  L e a g u e .  The b i g g e s t  e v e n t  in 

E n g l a n d  is the Cu p  Final p l a y e d  at the E m p i r e  S tadium, W e m b l e y ,  

in a Lond o n  suburb.

R u g b y  an d  fo o t b a l l  b e c a m e  two s e p a r a t e  s p o r t s  w h e n  the r u l e s  

l a i d  d o w n  by the F o o t b a l l  A s s o c i a t i o n  said that o n l y  the g o a l ­

k e e p e r  c o u l d  h a n d l e  the b a l l . R u g b y  f o o t b a l l  is p l a y e d  with an 

e g g - s h a p e d  ball w h i c h  ma y  be c a r r i e d  and t h r o w n  (but not f o r ­

ward). Tw o  k i n d s  of r u g b y  are p l a y e d  in Bri t a i n .  Ru g b y  O n i o n  is 

p l a y e d  by a m a t e u r s  in te a m s  of 15 in the so u t h  of E n g l a n d  and in 

K a l e s  (where it is the n a t i o n a l  s p o rt). R u g b y  Lea g u e  is play e d  

by p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in te a m s  of 13 in the n o r t h  of England.

G o l f  was p r o b a b l y  i n v e n t e d  in Holland, but has been pla y e d  

in S c o t l a n d  for at least 400 yea r s .  At first, it was pla y e d  w ith 

b a l l s  m a d e  of wood, t hen of l e a t h e r  s t u f f e d  with feathers. G olf 

is p l a y e d  in the c o u n t r y s i d e .  It c o n s i s t s  in d r i v i n g  a small ball 

t o w a r d s  and into h o l e s  s e p a r a t e d  by c o n s i d e r a b l e  distances, by 

m e a n s  of s p e c i a l  "golf c l u bs". The a i m  is to go round using as 

few s t r o k e s  as p o s s i b l e .

The fi r s t  r u l e s  for t e n n i s  w ere d r a w n  up by the A l l - e n g l a n d  

L a w n  T e n n i s  and C r o q u e t  C l u b  w h e n  it h e l d  its first t o u r nament 

in the L o n d o n  s u b u r b  of W i m b l e d o n  in 1877. W i m b l e d o n  is still the 

w o r l d ' s  m o s t  fam o u s  tennis event. T h e r e  are m any tennis clubs, 

but e v e r y  town p r o v i d e s  t e n n i s  c o u r t s  in p u b l i c  parks. The world
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c h a m p i o n s h i p  tennis m a t c h e s  are h e l d  at W i m b l e d o n  in London, 

during J une and July.

A n o ther s p e c t a t o r  s p o r t  in B r i t a i n  is h o r s e - r a c i n g .  A lot 

of people are i n t e r e s t e d  in the r a c e s  and r i s k  m o n e y  on the 

horse w h i c h  they t h i n k  w ill win. B r i t a i n  is a l s o  fam o u s  for 

m o t o r - c a r  r a cing» b o a t - r a c i n g /  d o g - r a c i n g ,  and e ven r a c e s  for 

donkeys. 1'he fam o u s  b o a t - r a c e  b e t w e e n  the teams of O x f o r d  and 

C ambridge a t t r a c t s  large cro w d s  of people.

V a r i o u s  forms of a t h l e t i c s ,  s u c h  as running, boxing, ju m ­

ping, s w i m m i n g  are w i d e - s p r e a d  in Eng l a n d .  The E n g l i s h  w e a t h e r  

is not alwa y s  c old e n o u g h  to ski, skate, or t o b o g g a n ,  but w i n ­

ter is a g o o d  s e a s o n  for h u nting and fishing.

There are a lot of s p o r t s  and g a m e s  w h i c h  are p o p u l a r  both 

among y o u n g s t e r s  and g r o w n - u p s .  25 m i l l i o n  of g r o w n  up people 

take part in sports. S p o r t s  is on the p r o g r a m m e  of all state 

and p r i vate s c h o o l s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  N e a r l y  all s c h o o l s  have 

sports g r o u n d s  and s w i m m i n g  pools

Indeed sport in o ne f orm a n o t h e r  forms an e s s e n t i a l  part 

of d a i l y  life in B r i t a i n .

E XERCISES

1. READ AND T R A N S L A T E  THE TEXT.

II. A N S W E R  TH E  Q U E S T I O N S :

1 . How can y ou p r o v e  that sport plays an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in

B r i t a i n ' s  life?

2. What forms d o e s  s p o r t  in E n g l a n d  take?

3. What g a m e  is a s s o c i a t e d  with Gr e a t  Bri t a i n ?

4. What is the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the two k i n d s  of f o o t b a l l

p l a y e d  in the U n i t e d  Kin g d o m ?

$hat k i n d  of game is golf?

6. What are other s p e c t a t o r  s p o r t s  p o p u l a r  in E n g l a n d ?

III. T R A N S L A T E  I NTO EN G L I S H :

1. Кногиа виды спорта были изобретены з Великобритании.

2. Футбольные правила были соодань Ассоциацией ыутбола.
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3. Матч крокета, чисто английской игры, может продолжаться не­

сколько дней.

4. В регби играют профессионалы и любители.

5. Гольф был изобретен в Голландии. Первые правила были созданы 

в 18 веке.

6. Всеанглийский Клуб тенниса и крокета провел первый чемпионат 

по теннису в 187? году.

7. Б Англии, стране любителей спорта, получили распространение 

различные виды спорта и спортивные игры.

8. Крупные соревнования по многим видам спорта привлекают огром­

ное число зрителей.

9. Огромное количество англичан любят скачки и ставят деньги на 

лошадей.

10.Среди англичан популярность завоевали не только спортивные 

игры, но и различные виды спорта, в том числе различные ви­

ды легкой атлетики.

11.Спорт, в той или иной разновидности, играет важную роль в 

повседневной жизни англичан.

I. R E A D  TH E  D I A L O G U E  IN PAIRS:

D I A L O G U E :  S P O R T S  A N D  G A M E S

A: W h a t  w o u l d  y ou sa y  ar e  the m o s t  p o p u l a r  g a m e s  in E n g l a n d  

tod a y ?

B: Well/ I s u p p o s e  football/ that is s o c c e r  and rugger, and 

c r i c k e t .

A: W h a t  are ot h e r  o u t d o o r  games?

B: Oh, there's tennis/ hockey, golf, and so on. T e n n i s  is p l a y e d  

all the y ear r o u n d  on hard c o u r t s  or g r a s s  in summer, an d  on 

h a r d  and c o v e r e d  c o u r t s  in winter.

A: W h a t  a b o u t  h o r s e - r a c i n g ?

В: I s h o u l d  say that is one of the m o s t  popular' spo r t s  in Great
s

B ri t a i n .  T hen there are, of course, w a l k i n g - r a c e s / running, 

s w i m m i n g  and b o x ing.

A: I've b e e n  told t h a t  there are no w i n t e r  e p o r t s  in E ngland.

B: Well, you see, the E n g l i s h  w i n t e r  isn't v e r y  severe, as a 

rule/ and we d o n ' t  o f t e n  h ave the c h a n c e  of skiing, s k a t i n g
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or t o b o g g a n i n g ,  bu t  w i n t e r  is the g r e a t  time for h u nting 

, b e c a u s e  the g r o u n d  is not too hard.

A: Are t h e r e  any g o l f - l i n k s  n ear London?

B: Oh, yes, any a m o u n t .  There are d o z e n s  of g o o d  golf-l i n k s  

w i t h i n  an h o u r  or so off London. Yo u  ou g h t  to join a g o l f -  

—club  if yo u  ar e  k e e n  on the game.

A: I think I shall, if I get the c h a nce. W h a t  ab o u t  indoor g a ­

mes?

B: Well, t h ere's chess, bi l l i a r d s ,  table t e n n i s . . .  By the way, 

do yo u  p lay b i l l i a r d s ?

A: Well, I do, but, of course, I'm not a p r o f e s s i o n a l  ov: a c h a m ­

pion, just an o r d i n a r y  a m a t e u r  and not a v ery good one at 

t h a t .

-12-

II. C O R R E C T  T HE W R O N G  S E N T E N C E S :

1. F o otball is p o p u l a r  in alm o s t  all the c o u n t r i e s  in Lhn world.

2. Sport fans c ome to the s t a d i u m  to learn their f a v o u r i t e  p o ­

ems .

3. If you w a n t  to p l a y  h o c k e y  y o u  must h a v e  a p u c k  and a stick.

4. P e o p l e  w h o  p l a y  c h e s s  are c a l l e d  c h e s s m e n .

5. T r a c k - a n d - f i e l d  e v e n t s  are i n c l u d e d  into O l y m p i c  games.

6. The r e f e r e e  acts as a g o a l - k e e p e r  in football.

7. Th e r e  is no d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t e n n i s  and table tennis.

8. Wo m e n  are fond of p l a y i n g  hockey.

9. Tenn i s  is a g a m e  in w h i c h  two or four p l a y e r s  str i k e  a t e n ­

nis ball w i t h  r a c k e t s  o ver a net.

1 0 . Ev e r y  p l a y e r  d r e a m s  of losing a game.

1 1 . D r a u g h t s  is an o u t d o o r  game.

III. M A K E  UP A D I A L O G U E  ON THE S I T U ATION:

Imagine that you ar e  an E n g l i s h m a n  and you want to know 

a b o u t  spor t s  and g a m e s  in E n gland. Tr y  to i m i t a t e  the .into­

n a t i o n  of the d i a l o g u e  y o u ' v e  just heard.
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D i a l o g u e :  A F O O T B A L L  M A T C H

J a n e  and Pe t e r  c ame to the f o o t b a l l  g r o u n d  to w a t c h  the 

"Cup F i n a l " .

a) B e f o r e  the g a m e  s t a r t e d

P r o g r a m m e  S e l l e r :  S o u v e n i r  p r o g r a m m e s !  R ead all about y our

f a v o u r i t e  team! P h o t o s  of all the players. 

Jane: I'd l ike to get one.

P r o g r a m m e  S e l l e r :  P r o g ramme, Miss!

Peter: L o o k  a nd see if Adams is pla y i n g .

Jane: Wh o  d o e s  he play for?

Peter: Oh really, Jane. H e's P e r u v a l e ' s  top scorer. He got 

a leg injury two w e e k s  ago.

Jane: Yes, h e ' s  p l a y i n g  today. L o o k  at this. T h e r e  a re p h o t o ­

g r a p h s  of all the p l a y e r s  here.

Peter: T h a t ' s  H a r r y  Creed. Be p l a y s  f or " Li v e r p o o l O n e  of the 

best f o o t b a l l e r s  I've e v e r  seen - w hen h e's on form. If 

he i3 the "Liv e r p o o l "  team are s ure to win.

J ane: OH, good, t h e y ' r e  c o m i n g  out o n t o  the field now.

b) The m a t c h  

C r o w d :“L i v e r p o o l "! " L i v e r p o o l "  !

J ane: I have the i m p r e s s i o n  that h alf L i v e r p o o l ' s  here.

Peter: Well, t h e y ' r e  a very p o p u l a r  team. W hat a kick!

Jane: A d a m s '11 ne v e r  get to it. C ome on, Adams, c ome on!

P et e r :  A d a m s  is there. He's g o i n g  to score.

Jane: It's o v e r  the top.

Pet e r :  It's a g o a l - k i c k .  C r e e d  has got the ball.

Crowd: Shoot! Shoot!

cJane: It's a goal. What a shot!

★ ★ ★

N e w s  A n n o u n c e r :  H ere is the ten o ' c l o c k  news. "Liv e r p o o l "  won

the Cup Final. Th e  final score was " L i v e r p o o l "4, 

"Peruvale" 0.
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EXERCISES

I. READ AND T R A N S L A T E  TH E  DIALO G U E .

II. F IND IN THE D I A L O G U E  E N G L I S H  E Q U I V A L E N T S  F OR TH E S E  W O R D  

C O M B I N A T 10Я5 AN D  SENTEN C E S :

l. посмотреть финальный матч на кубок. 2 . когда он в хорошей 
форме. 3. Они выходят на поле сейчас. 4. Какой удар: 15. ияч 

пролетел над воротами, б. окончательный счот: Ливерпуль -'4 и 

Перуваль - 0.

III. T R A H S L A T E  I NTO ENGLISH:

- Играет ли сегодня Томсон?

- Да. Ок водь самый лучший бомбардир в ливерпульской команде, 

не■так ли?

-Да. В матче с ''Брайтоном''/Brighton / он эабил три гола.

- А как закончился матч “Ливерпуль" - "Брайтон"'?

- "Ливерпуль” выиграл со счетом 6:2.

IV. MAKE UP D I A L O G U E S  B A S E D  СЫ T H E S E  S I T U A T I O N S :

1. Exc h a n g e  i m p r e s s i o n s  about a f o o t b a l l  (hockey, etc.) game.

2. You are inv i t i n g  a f o r eign c o l l e a g u e  to see the s w i m m i n g  

events but he c a n ’t a c c e p t  your i n v i t a t i o n  as he has a n o t h e r  

e n g a gement. 3. I n v i t e  a foreign c o l l e a g u e  to a h o c k e y  ( f o o t ­

ball, etc.) game. Tell hi m  about the teams.

Text: SPORTS IN AMERICA

A m e r i c a n s  pay m u c h  attention to physical f i t n e s s . In the USA 

m any sports and sports a c t i vities a t t r a c t  m i l l i o n s  of a c t i v e  

participants. One r e a s o n  of the p o p u l a r i t y  of s p o r t  in A m e r i c a  

may be the v a r i e t y  a nd s ize of A m e r i c a ,  providing A m e r i c a n s  with 

a large choice of s u m m e r  and w i n t e r  sports. In a d d i t i o n ,  public 

sports facilities have alw a y s  been a v a ilable in gr e a t  n u m b e r  

for par t i c i p a n t s .  A n o t h e r  reason m i g h t  ba that A m e r i c a n s  like
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c o m p e t i t i o n /  by te a m s  or as i n d i v i d u a l s /  of any type. O t h e r s  

point out that A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  f o l l o w  the t r a d i ­

tion of all E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  s o c i e t i e s  in using s p o r t s  a c t i v i ­

ties as a wa y  of t e a c h i n g  "social v a l u e s " , s u c h  as t e a m w o r k  

and s p o r t s m a n s h i p .  All this e x p l a i n s  why A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  t r a d i ­

t i o n a l l y  d o n e  w e l l  in many kinds of sports.

In the U S A  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  is g i v e n  to o r g a n i z e d  sports. 

Hockey, football/ b a s e b a l l  and v o l l e y b a l l  are the five m a j o r  

s p o r t s .

F o o t b a l l  is the m ost p o p u l a r  s p e c t a t o r  sport. What makes 

foo t b a l l  in the USA so d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  its E u r o p e a n  cousins, 

ru g b y  and soccer, is not just the size, sp e e d  a n d ' s t r e n g t h  of 

its pla y e r s .  Rather, it is the m o s t  " s c i e n t i f i c "  of all o u t ­

door t e a m  s p o r t s .  S p e c i f i c  rules st a t e  w h a t  e a c h  pla y e r  in

each p o s i t i o n  may and may not do, and when. T h e r e  are h u n d r e d s

of p o s s i b l e  "plays" (or moves) for teams on o f f e n c e  a nd d e f e n ­

ce. B a s e b a l l  is now in sec o n d  place among the s p o r t s  p e o p l e  

m ost like to watc h .  B a s e b a l l  is s t i l l  very p o p u l a r  as an i n f o r ­

mal, n e i g h b o u r h o o d  sport.

B a s e b a l l  and f o o t b a l l  h a v e  the r e p u t a t i o n  of being " t y p i c a ­

lly A m e r i c a n "  t e a m  sports. T h i s  is iron i c  b e c a u s e  the two m ost 

p o p u l a r  p a r t i c i p a n t  s p o r t s  in the w o r l d  today are indeed A m e ­

r i c a n  in o r i g i n  - b a s k e t b a l l  and volleyball,. B o t h  g a m e s  were 

i n v e n t e d  and f i r s t  p l a y e d  at a Y M C A  in M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  B a s k e t ­

ball w as i n v e n t e d  as a g ame that w o u l d  fill e m p t y  p e r i o d  b e t ­

ween the foo t b a l l  s e a s o n  and the b a s e b a l l  season. Today, of

course, b o t h  b a s k e t b a l l  and v o l l e y b a l l  are p l a y e d  everywhere' 

by m e n  and w o m e n  of all ages. T hey are e s p e c i a l l y  p o p u l a r  as 

sch o o l  s p o rts. P r o f e s s i o n a l  a nd c o l l e g i a t e  b a s k e t b a l l  g a m e s  

in the U S A  a t t r a c t  la r g e  n u m b e r s  of fans. Most of the i m p o r ­

tant g a m e s  a r e  t e l e v i s e d  live.

S p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  are a part of d a i l y  A m e r i c a n  life. T h e ­

re are m a n y  o t h e r  s p o r t s  and s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s  in A m e r i c a  w h i c h  

a t t r a c t  m i l l i o n s  of a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Am o n g  them are golf, 

swimm i n g ,  tennis, m a r a t h o n ,  t r a c k - a n d - f i e l d /  bo w l i n g /  archery/ 

skiing/ s kating/ s q u a s h  and b a d m i n t o n ,  r o w i n g  and sailing, w e i ­

g h t - l i f t i n g ,  b o x i n g  and w r e s t l i n g .  45% of all A m e r i c a n s  take 

part in some a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t y  o nce a day. Swimming, bicycling,

-15-

Эл
ек
тр
он
ны
й а
рх
ив

 би
бл
ио
те
ки

 М
ГУ

 им
ен
и А

.А
. К
ул
еш
ов
а



fishing/ jogging» c a l l i s t h e n i c s  or g y m n a s t i c s /  and b o w l i n g  are 

American's" f a v o u r i t e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  s p o r t s . S k a t i n g  a n d  t o b o g g a ­

ning are w i d e - s p r e a d  a c t i v i t i e s / t o o . F i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  are 

e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r  in all parts of the c o u n t r y  and h a v e  been- 

since the d ays w hen they were n e c e s s a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a m o n g  the 

ea r l y  sett l e r s .  As c o u l d  be expe c t e d /  all wa t e r  s p o r t s  and 

a c t i v i t i e s  are very p opular, i n c l u d i n g  diving, s a iling/ whit e -  

- w a t e r  canoe i n g ,  w a t e r - s k i i n g .

T h e r e  are a l s o  s e v e r a l  s p o r t s  in the US which w e r e  once t h o u ­

ght of as b e i n g  " s t r ange", but have now g a i n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

p o p u l a r i t y .  Am o n g  th e s e  is s k a t e - b o a r d i n g ,  w i n d - s u r f i n g  and 

t r i a t h l o n .

Indeed/ s p o r t s  is a p a r t  of l ife of an a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n .  

E X E R C I S E S

I. B E A D  A ND T R A N S L A T E  T H E  TEXT.

II. A N S W E R  T HE Q U E S T I O N S :

1. W hat a re the r e a s o n s  of p o p u l a r i t y  of s p o r t s  in (the USA?

2. W hat part do spo r t s  p lay in e d u c a t i n g  young p e o p l e ?

3. W hat k i n d s  of s p o r t s  o r i g i n a t e d  in Am e r i c a ?

4. M hat m a k e s  A m e r i c a n  f o o t b a l l  d i f f e r e n t  f rom E u r o p e a n  soccer

and rugb y ?

5. What g a m e s  have the r e p u t a t i o n  of " t y p i c a l l y  A m e r i c a n "  team 

sports?

6. W hat o t h e r  spor t s  an d  sport a c t i v i t i e s  a t t r a c t  m i l l i o n s  of- 

p a r t i c i p a n t s ?

7. Khat "stra n g e "  s p o r t s  o r i g i n a t e d  in A m e r i c a  an d  g a i n e d  i n ­

t e r n a t i o n a l  p o p u l a r i t y ?

Ill T R A N S L A T E  INTO E N GLISH:

1 Американцы уделяют большое внимание поддержанию хорошей фи­
зической формы.

2 . Американцы занимаются многими видами спорта, в том числе 

самыми популярными в Америке - хоккеем, бейсболом, волейбо-
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лом, футболом и баскетболом.

3. Спорт - это способ обучения социальным ценностям.

4. Американцы традиционно добиваются успехов в различных видах 

спорта.

5. Существует несколько причин, почему спорт в Америке привле­

кает миллионы активных участников.

6. Вот эти причины: размеры страны, наличие спортивных соору­

жений, любовь к соревнованиям любого рода и т.д.

7. Самые популярные из зрительских видов спорта - футбол и 

бейсбол; самые массовые спортивные игры - баскетбол и волей­

бол - возникли в Америке.

8. "Университетский" спорт в США собирает большое количество 

болельщиков.

9. Особенно популярны матчи профессионалов: часто ведется их 

прямая трансляция.

10.Многие виды спорта составляют часть повседневной жизни в 

Америке: гольф, теннис, марафон, легкая атлетика, стрельба 

из лука, борьба, поднятие тяжестей и т.д.

11.Широко распространены катание на санях, прыжки в воду, вод­

ные лыки, гребля на каноз, художественная гимнастика, бег 

трусцой и т.д.

12.Некоторые "странные!; виды спорта, такие, как катание на 

скейте, виндсерфинг и триатлон возникли в Америке и заво­

евали популярность в других странах.

Text: SP O R T  IN BELARUS

M i l l i o n s  of p e o p l e  all o v e r  the world g o  in for sports.

Peop l e  in this c o u n t r y  are s p o r t - l o v e r s , too.

B e l a r u s s i a n  p e o p l e  have a l w a y s  p a i d  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  to sport. 

Sport k e e p s  p e o p l e  fit and h e a l t h y  and m a k e s  them b e t t e r  d i s ­

c i p l i n e d  in t h e i r  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .

N u m e r o u s  k i n d s  of sports, b o t h  w i n t e r  and summer, are p o p u ­

lar in our cou n t r y .  Many p e o p l e  ar e  e n g a g e d  in some spo r t i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  and e v e n  in c o m p e t i t i o n s .  "Phys i c a l  training" is a 

s u bject on the c u r r i c u l u m  of s c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  You can 

h ard l y  find a s c h o o l  or a c o l l e g e  w i t h o u t  spor t s  g r ounds. Sports 

f a c i l i t i e s  are a v a i l a b l e  at an y  u n i v e r s i t y  or other e d u c a t i o -

Эл
ек
тр
он
ны
й а
рх
ив

 би
бл
ио
те
ки

 М
ГУ

 им
ен
и А

.А
. К
ул
еш
ов
а



nal e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .

B e l a r u s s i a n  a t h l e t e s  h ave at their d i s p o s a l  stadia/ g ym 

halls/ ind o o r  s w i m m i n g - p o o l s »  shooting-galleries./ football 

fields and o u t door s p o r t s  grounds.

V a r i o u s  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a r e  held, in the r e p u b l i c  p r a c t i c a l l y  

every day/ thanks to w h i c h  our a t h l e t e s  p e r f e c t  th e i r  skills. 

N a t i o n - w i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a re held for y o u n g s t e r s .  At the same 

time/ over a th o u s a n d  B e l a r m s s i a n  a t h l e t e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  a n n u a ­

lly in m a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  eve n t s  o u t s i d e  the b o r d e r s  of the 

r e p u b l i c .

B e l a r u s s i a n  a t h l e t e s  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  at c o m p e t i t i o n s  

of the t o p m o s t  level. O ur r e p u b l i c  b o a s t s  a n u m b e r  of s c h o o l s  

in s ome ki n d s  of sport w h i c h  lead the f a s h i o n  in the s p o r t s  are^,. 

nas here and abroad.

Among the w r e s t l e r s  of the w o r l d  A l e x a n d e r  M e d v e d  has the 

richest c o l l e c t i o n  of m e d a l s .  He is three t i m e s  O l y m p i c  c h a m ­

pion/ s e v e n  times w o r l d  c h a m p i o n »  three times E u r o p e a n  c h a m ­

pion in f r e e - s t y l e  w r e s t l i n g .  Oleg K a r a v a y e v  and V l a d i m i r  Z u b ­

kov are w i n n e r s  of m a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r e c o - R o m a n  w r e s t l i n g  

c o m p e t i t i o n s .

G y m n a s t  O l g a  Korbut c r e a t e d  a furore; m a n y  of her or i g i n a l  

c o m p l i c a t e d  parts are n a m e d  a la Korbut. At the M u n i c h  O l y m p i c  

G a m e s  she p i c k e d  up t h r e e  golds.

B e l a r u s s i a n  f e n c e r s  a l s o  c o n s t a n t l y  s how high standa r d s .

O ver the past 20 years t hey have never c o m e  b ack f r o m  the O l y m ­

pic G a m e s  w i t h o u t  m e d a l s .  T a t i a n a  S a m u senko» Elena Belova»

V i c t o r  Sidiak» Alexei R i k a n c h i k o v  and A l e x a n d e r  R o m a n k o v  have 

more than o nce been O l y m p i c  and world ch a m p i o n s .  Among the 

w e l l - k n o w n  c h a m p i o n s  and p r i z e  w i n n e r s  are w e i g h t l i f t e r s  V a l e ­

ry S h a r y  and Leonid T a r a n e n k o ,  cyclist V l a d i m i r  Kamin s k y ,  r o ­

wers V l a d i m i r  R o m a n o v a k y  and V l a d i m i r  P a r f e n o v i c h .

E X E R C I S E S

I. R E A D  AND T R A N S L A T E  T H E  TEXT.
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1. Why is sport so i m p o r t a n t  JEor the d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  of p e o p l e ?

2. What p r o v e s  the p o p u l a r i t y  of s p o r t s  in this c o untry?

3. What p r o v e s  that B e l a r u s  is an active p a r t i c i p a n t  of the 

O l y m p i c  m o v e m e n t ?

4. What k i n d s  of s p o r t s  are p o p u l a r  in Bel a r u s ?

III. C O M P L E T E  THE SENTENCES:

1. B e l a r u s s i a n  a t h l e t e s  a c h i e v e d  s u c c e s s  at ... . 2. B e l a r u s

b oas t s  a n u m b e r  of s c h o o l s  ... . 3. Among the w r e s t l e r s  of the

w o r l d  A . M e d v e d  ... . 4. O . K a r a v a y e v  and V . Z u b k o v  are ... .

5. G y m n a s t  O . K o r b u t  c r e a t e d  a furore, ... .6. B e l a r u s s i a n  f e n ­

cers .......  7. T .Sarousenko, E . B e l o v a »  V . S i d i a k ,  A .N i k a n c h i k o v

and A . R o m a n k o v  ... . 8. Among the w e l l - k n o w n  c h a m p i o n s  and

pr i z e  w i n n e r s  ... .

IV. T R A N S L A T E  I NTO E NGLISH:

l.. Миллионы людей занимаются тем или иным видом спорта, так 

как спорт помогает им держаться в хорошей форме.

2 . Спорт входит в программу школ и вузов.
3. Спортивные площадки и другие спортивные сооружения есть в 

любой школе или университете.

4. Наши спортсмены принимают участие в международных чемпиона­

тах и Олимпийских Играх.

5. Спортсмены нашей республики завоевывали золотые, серебряные 

и бронзовые медали.

Text: ICE F I G U R E - S K A T I N G

The first i l l u s t r a t e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of this g r a c e f u l  sport 

can be found in the W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c h r o n i c l e s  of the 11th 

century. T he sport i t s e l f  o r i g i n a t e d  from H o lland, w h e r e  even 

a w o m a n  s k a t e r  was c a n o n i z e d  and m a d e  the p a t r o n e s s  of skaters. 

In the 1 6th c e n t u r y  m a n y  p e o p l e  in H o l l a n d  p r a c t i s e d  figure- 

- s k a t i n g  w h i c h  fo u n d  its f ans in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

But it t ook a b o u t  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  to d e v e l o p  the mode r n  

t e c h n i q u e  of f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  an d  r u l e s  of c o m p e t i t i o n s .  The
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first c o m p e t i t i o n s  w h i c h  were held a c c o r d i n g  to the m o d e r n  f o r ­

mula took place in 1 872 in Austria. T h e r e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p e r f o r ­

med c o m p u l s o r y  e x e r c i s e s  or f i gures and a free p r o g r a m m e  a c c o m ­

pan i e d  by music.

F i g u r e - s k a t i n g  w a s  first inc l u d e d  in the O l y m p i c  Games, in 

1908, w hen the c o m p e t i t i o n s  were h e l d  on a r t i f i c i a l  ice for men, 

w omen a nd pairs. S i x t e e n  years later, w h e n  the first w i n t e r  G a ­

mes w ere held, ice f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  b e c a m e  a p e r m a n e n t  G l y m p i c  

evnt.

The first O l y m p i c  c hampion, U . S a l c h o w  of Sweden, e x c e l l e d  

in the free p r o g r a m m e .  The, winn e r  in the s p e c i a l  f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  

p r o g r a m m e  was N . Pa n i n  (Kolomenkin) of Russia.

In ice f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  b oth t e c h n i c a l  skill and style ar e  t e s ­

ted. The c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  three rounds: figures,, a short 

c o m p u l s o r y  p r o g r a m m e  and a longer f ree p r o g r a m m e  for i n d i v i d u ­

al skaters, men and wome n .

The first r o u n d  is v e r y  often c a l l e d  the "school". .All spo r t -  

men must s k a t e  four ice s k a t i n g  fi g u r e s .  In the b e g i n n i n g  of the 

c e ntury the a i m  of c o m p e t i t i o n s  wa s  to s k a t e  g e o m e t r i c a l l y  f l a w ­

less figures and v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  wh i c h  m a d e  i n t e r e s t i n g  - 

patterns on ice.

The second round is the short f r e e - s k a t i n g  p r o g r a m m e  w h i c h  

lasts not m ore than two minutes. The c o m p e t i t i o n s  are c o n c l u ­

ded by the 5 m i n u t e s  f r e e  progra m m e .  B oth c o m p u l s o r y  (short) 

and free p r o g r a m m e s  ar e  a number of v a r i o u s  figures, spirals, 

jumps, spins and l o o p s  w i t h  linking s t e p s  c o m b i n e d  in a g r a c i ­

ous sequence.

The short p r o g r a m m e  -includes e l e m e n t s  c o m p u l s o r y  for all 

c o m petitors w h i l e  in the free p r o g r a m m e  s p o r t s m e n  and t h e i r  

coaches may s how s k i l l s  m u l t i p l i e d  by their f a n t a s y  and added 

up by music.

Pair skating is m o r e  compl i c a t e d .  Its e l e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  l i f ­

ting of w o m a n - p a r t n e r s  and s p irals t h a t . c a m  o n l y  be p e r f o r m e d  

by two people w i t h  u t m o s t  skill and. care. Besides, very often 

(if not always) the m o v e m e n t s  of both p a r t n e r s  m ust be s y n c h ­

ronized, no m a t t e r  if t hey are t o g e t h e r  or in d i f f e r e n t  ends 

of the rink. It s h o u l d  be also noted, that w h i l e  in some other 

sports moral and p h y s i c a l  tension of s p o r t s m e n  is seen on t h e ­
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ir faces, in f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  all e l e m e n t s  are p e r f o r m e d  with a 

s mile as if there is n o t h i n g  difficult'.

E X ERCISES

I. SAY A FEW W O R D S  A B O U T  F I G U R E - S K A T I N G ,  U S I N G  THE KEY E X P R E ­

S S I O N S  G I V E N  BELOW:

11 the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i g u r e - S k a t i n g  C h a m p i o n s h i p ;

2) the E u r o p e a n  F i g u r e - S k a t i n g  T o u r n a m e n t  for the prize o f f e r e d  

by;

3) p a i r  f i g u r e - s k a t i m j ;

4) ice-da n c i n g ;

5) men 1s s i n g l e s ;

5) w o m e n ' s  singles;

7) our t eam i n c l u d e s  the w e l l - k n o w n  stars of .ice-dancing;

8) the c o m p u l s o r y  p r o g r a m m e ;

9) the s h o r t  p r o g r a m m e ;

1 0 ) t h e  free pr o g r a m m e ;

1 1 ) . . . are the m a i n  r i v a l s  of;

1 2 ) t o  be above all c o m p e t i t i o n  in this event;

1 3 ) t h e i r  p r o g r a m m e  is full of c o m p l e x  m o v e m e n t s ;

1 4 ) t h e y  are n o t a b l e  for their g l i d i n g  skill;

1 5 ) to be e x p r e s s i v e  a nd a ble to t r a n s l a t e  the e s s e n c e  of the 

m u s i c  into m o v e m e n t s ;

1 6 ) s w i f t n e s s i c o m p l e x  c a s c a d e s  of jumps; 

l ? ) t o  c a p t u r e  the w o r l d  (European) titles.

II. S P E A K  A B O U T  C H E S S  T O U R N A M E N T S ,  U S I N G  THE K E Y  W O R D S  AND 

E X P R E S S I O N S  G I V E N  BELOW:

1) M o s c o w  C h e s s  T o u r n a m e n t ;

2) the final m a t c h  for the w o r l d  c n e s s - c r o w n  title;

3) the s e m i f i n a l  m a t c h  for the w o r l d  chess crown;

4) the q u a r t e r f i n a l  m a t c h  is held in;

5) to be in prog r e s s ;

6) a c h a m p i o n  (an e x - c h a m p i o n ) ;

7) a m a s t e r  (a g r a n d m a s t e r ) ;
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8) to m a k e  the g i v e n  move;

9) to th i n k  out c o m b i n a t i o n s ;

10)to wi n  a c o n v i n c i n g  v i ctory;

11)to d r a w  the g a m e  with;

12)to total ... p o i n t s  in all;

13)the score r e m a i n s  ... to ... in ,..'s favour;

14)to s c o r e  a v i c t o r y  over;

15)to m a n a g e  to defeat;

16)the v i c t o r y  w e n t  to;

17)garaes a g a i n s t  this o p p o n e n t .

h i . m a k e  u p  d i a l o g u e ;;; a b o u t  b a s k e t - b a l l , u s i n g  t h e  k e y  w o r d s  

AND E X P R E S S I O N S  G I V E S  BELOW:

1) the b a s k e t - b a l l  f estival;

2) the Cup g a m e s  (contests);

3) the E u r o p e a n  B a s k e t - B a l l  C h a m p i o n s h i p ;

4) our R a t i o n a l  m e n ' s  (woman's) team;

5) the def e a t  had no e f f e c t  on th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of places;

6) to try out cur young, hopeful;

7} the star player;

8) to score... point's out of;

9) to win the title;

10)to place the second;

11)to lose to ... team;

1 2 ) the l i n e - u p  included;

13)t n e  hosts wo n  (lost);

14)to play r e t u r n  mat c h e s ;

15)to shout for;

16)to score a b r i l l i a n t  v i c t o r y  over;

17)to serve;

I S )to block;

19)to place g r e a t  h o p e s  in;

20)goal service.

IV. M AKE UP A D I A L O G U E  A B O U T  THE L A T E S T  C H A M P I O N S H I P  IN G Y M ­

NASTICS, U S I N G  TH E  K E Y  W O R D S  AN D  E X P R E S S I O N S  G I V E N  BELOW:
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2) to hold the a t t e n t i o n  of th e  s p o r t i n g  world;

3) the p e r f o r m a n c e  of Sovi e t  gymna s t s ;

4) to give an e ven p e r f o r m a n c e  b oth in the c o m p u l s o r y  and in

tha v o l u n t a r y  p r o g r a m m e s ;

5) to win gold (silver) medal for the team;

6) to score ... points;

7) to be s u c c e s s f u l  in;

8) to get ... m e d a l s  in t eam s c o r i n g  ( in i n d i v i d u a l  events);

9) the a l l - r o u n d  w o r l d  c h a m p i o n  title w e n t  to... ;

1 0 ) t o  total ... poi n t s  in the c o m b i n e d  exercises;

1 1 ) to c o a c h ;

1 2 ) to lose c o m p u l s o r i e s  to;

13)tо get gold medals;

1 4 ) b e a m  exerci s e s ;

1 5 ) floor e x e r cises;

1 6 ) v a u l t ;

1 7 ) r i n g s .

V. M A K E  UP D I A L O G U E  A B O U T  H O C K E Y  M A TCHES, U S I N G  T HE KE Y  WO R D S  

A M D  E X P R E S S I O N S  G I V E R  BELOW;

1) p r o f e s s i o n a l s  (pros) and a m a t e u r s ;

2) to watch a m a t c h  w ith keen interest;

3) coac.h;

4) goal;

5) g o a l - k e e p e r ;

6) p e n a l t y  bench;

7) puck;

8) to pr e s s  the p u c k  to the board;

9) stick;

1 0 ) to s t r i k e  the puck out;

1 1 ) o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  stars;

1 2 ) t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  p a s s i n g  c o m b i n a t i o n s ;

1 3 ) to m a n a g e  to win the O l y m p i c  gold;

1 4 ) the E u r o p e a n  C h a m pions' Cup;

1 5 ) to have a c h a n c e  to c o m p a r e  games.

VI. S P E A K  A B O U T  TH E  L A T E S T  T E N N I S  T O U R N A M E N T ,  U S I N G  TH E  F O L L O ­

W I N G  MODELS:
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1) A t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n n i s  t o u r n a m e n t  took place 

in ... .

2) ... took first (second) place in the m e n ' s  singles.

3) ... ca p t u r e d  the w o m e n ' s  s i n g l e s  title o u t p l a y i n g  ... .

4) In the fina l s  ... wo n  (lest to)... .

-24-

5)

6 ) 

7)

В)

9)

10) 

11)

. won a g a i n s t  ... in the m e n ' s  (women's) doubles.

- met in the finals.

. . r e t a i n e d  their n a t i o n a l  title.

. . won the fin a l s  a g a i n s t  ... f rom ... .

, . s t rokes are v e r y  p o w e r f u l  - 

. . b ack - h a n d  p l a y  is good.

. . v o l l e y e d  v ery well.

12)1 don't t h i n k  ... can reach the ball.

VII. SAY WHAT T H E Y  DO:

A skater, a swimmer, a boxer, a skier, a w r e s t l e r ,  a footballer, 

a s p e e d - s k a t e r , a fencer, a c h e s s - p l a y e r ,  a b a s k e t b a l l e r , a 

t enni s - p l a y e r ,  an at h l e t e ,  a g o a l - k e a p e r ,  a d r a u g h t s m a n ,  a c y c ­

list, a gymnast, a w e i g h t - l i f t e r .

VIII. A N S W E R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  QU E S T I O N S :

What do we call a p e r s o n  w h o  g oes in for c y c l i n g  (swimming, 

fencing, g y m n a s t i c s ,  w e i g h t - l i f t i n g ,  at h l e t i c s ,  skating, skiing, 

y achting, p l a y i n g  tennis, football, hockey, c h e s s  and draughts, 

s h o u t i n g  for his f a v o u r i t e  team)? What do we call a m a t c h  in 

wh i c h  n e i t h e r  of the t e a m  wins?

I.X. G I V E  THE W O R D S  C O R R E S P O N D I N G  T O  TH E  F O L L O W I N G  D E F I N I T I O N S :

fro z e n  water: the p e r s o n  who acts as judge in f ootball; the 

p lace peo p l e  s k a t e  on; the sports g r o u n d  on w h i c h  ten n i s  is 

played; the p e r s o n  w h o  d a n c e s  on the ice.

X. G I V E  THE W O R D S  C O R R E S P O N D I N G  TO THE F O L L O K I H G  D E F I N I T I O N S :

juir.ping, r u n ning and t h r o w i n g  the d i scus; p e o p l e  who c ome to
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the s t a d i u m  to w a t c h  s p o r t  c o m p e t i t i o n s ;  the thing with w h i c h  

p e o p l e  strike; a h ard r u b b e r  b all for p l a y i n g  hockey; a kind 

of c o n t e s t  at wh i c h  m a n y  sport e v e n t s  take place.

XI. E X P L A I N  IS ENGLISH:

to toboggan; a lot of s p e c t a t o r s ;  ski poles; to c h a l k  up the 

results; a t e n n i s - c o u r t ;  a skii n g  suit; a f i s h e r m a n ;  a fore- 

-h a n d  stroke; a gym; a puck; a c o m p e t i t i o n ;  the t o p -scorer; 

rugger; custom; a wkward; to d i s m o u n t ;  to com p e t e ;  the p e n a l ­

ty bench; a s w i m m i n g - p o o l ;  s p e e d - s k a t i n g ;  to be circular; o u t ­

door games; a weight-.lifter; a b a d g e - h o l o e r ; d e t e r m i n a t i o n ;  

to be -adopted in r e c k o n i n g ;  any a m o unt; a diver.

Text: F R O M  THE HI S T O R Y  OF THE OLY M P I C  GAMES

The O l y m p i c  G a m e s  are the o l d e s t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T hey were 

o r i g i n a t e d  by the G r e e k s  long b e f o r e  our era.

Long ago a n c i e n t  G r e e k s  often w a g e d  wars. Small states s u f ­

f ered and lost much e v e n  if they did not take any side and 

s t a y e d  out of wars. The ruler of s u c h  a small state, Elis, 

w a n t e d  tc live in p e a c e  w i t h  all n e i g h b o u r s ,  ile was a good 

d i p l o m a t  b e c a u s e  his n e g o t i a t i o n s  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  and Elis 

was r e c o g n i z e d  a n e u t r a l  state. To c e l e b r a t e  this achiev e m e n t ,  

he o r g a n i z e d  a t h l e t i c  games.

The ga m e s  w ere held e v e r y  four y e a r s  in O l y m p i a  on the t e r r i ­

tory of Elis. This f o u r - y e a r  p e r i o d  was c a l l e d  the Olympic 

y ear or the O l y m p i a d .  The first g a m e s  wh i c h  later were call e d  

the O l y m p i c  G a m e s  w a r e  h eld about a t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  bef o r e  our 

e r a .

U s u a l l y  the O l y m p i c  G a m e s  b e g a n  b e f o r e  the m i d d l e  of the 

summer. Best a t h l e t e s  a r r i v e d  from m a n y  G r e e k  states to O l y m ­

pia to c o m p e t e  in ru n n i n g ,  long jumps, t h r o w i n g  of dis c u s  and 

j a velin and w r e s t l i n g .  In the c o u r s e  of time fist fighting 

(boxing) and c h a r i o t  r a c e s  were a l s o  i n c l u d e d  in the Games.

All a t h l e t e s  t o o k  an oath that t h e y  had b e e n  p r e p a r i n g  well 

for the G a m e s  in g y m n a s i u m s  and p r o m i s e d  to c o m p e t e  h o n e s t l y  

and k eep the rules of the sacr e d  O l y m p i c s .  The a t h l e t e s  took
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part in all k i n d s  of c o m p e t i t i o n s .  W i n n e r s  w e r e  c a l l e d  "olym- 

pionics", t h e y  w e r e  a w a r d e d  ol i v e  w r e a t h s  and c u p s  of ol i v e  oil. 

This t r a d i t i o n  has s u r v i v e d .  In ou r  t ime s p o r t s m e n  of t e n  get 

cups and w r e a t h s  for w i n n i n g  the first place in s p o r t s  c o m p e t i ­

tions .

The o l y m p i o n i c s  of a n c i e n t  G r e e c e  b e c a m e  very p o pular. Best 

c r a f t s m e n  were c h o s e n  to make h o n o u r a r y  cups, m a n y  poets wrote 

an d  r e c i t e d  in p u b l i c  p o e m s  about the best a t h l e t e s .  S c u l p t o r s  

m ade their s t a t u e s  w h i c h  w ere put up at the b i r t h p l a c e  of the 

w i n n e r s .

The O l y m p i c  G a m e s  w e r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  by arts fe s t i v a l s .  Poets 

re c i t e d  their poems, s i n g e r s  sang hymns, d a n c e r s  d a n c e d  and 

o r a t o r s  p r o n o u n c e d  s p e e c h e s  - all this in h o n o u r  or the sacr e d  

G э m s s *

Only man co u l d  t ake p a r t  in the O l y m p i c  Games. W o m e n  w ere 

not a l l o w e d  e v e n  to w a t c h  the c o m p e t i t i o n s  at the s t a d i u m  u n ­

der the fear of d e a t h  p e n a l t y .  T h e r e  was a s i n g l e  exceotion, 

when a w o m a n  c o a c h e d  he r  son and a c c o m p a n i e d  hi m  to the s t a ­

d i u m  in me n ' s  cl o t h e s .  T h a t  brave w o m a n  was s p a r e d  the p e n a l ­

ty b e c ause her son e x c e l l e d  in many e v e nts. But from that time 

all a t hletes an d  t h e i r  c o a c h e s  h ad to c o m p e t e  w i t h o u t  any c l o ­

thes .

M a g n i f i c e n t  s t r o n g  b o d i e s  i n s p i r e d  a r t i s t s  a nd s c u l p t o r s .

They painted w all p i c t u r e s  and made s t a t u e s  of m a r b l e  and b r o n ­

ze, so now we can a d m i r e  the c o r p o r a l  b e a u t y  of a n c i e n t  and 

e t e r n a l l y  young d i s c u s  thrower, j a v e l i n  bear e r  an d  others.

The O l y m p i c  G a m e s  had been h e l d  for about e l e v e n  h u n d r e d  

years, until the e m p e r o r  T h e o d o s i u s  b a n n e d  them for r e l i g i o u s  

reasons in 394 A.D.

Text: M O D E R N  O L Y M P I C  G A M E S

Renewal of the G a m e s  c a m e  in 1896, w h e n  the first m o d e r n  

O l y mpic Games were h eld in Athens du e  to the F r e n c h  e d u c a t o r  

Baron Pierre de C o u b e r t i n .  The first O l y m p i a d  was h e l d  in 

Athens and f o l l o w e d  the p a t t e r n  set b y  the a n c i e n t  O l y m p i c  

G a m e s.Some events, like m a r a t h o n  race, h ave b een added, and 

the i n c l u s i o n  of wome n ,  a nd also the s e r i e s  of w i n t e r  sports.
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O t h e r w i s e ,  the f r a m e w o r k  e l a b o r a t e d  for the first Games, has 

s t o o d  the t est of time. The m o d e r n  G a m e s  h ave m a i n t a i n e d  the 

o r i g i n a l  ideal of a m a t e u r i s m .

In 18SG the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e  w as set up.It is 

the c e n t r a l  p o l i c y - m a k i n g  b o d y  of t h e  O l y m p i c  m o v e m e n t ,formed 

by t he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of p a r t i c i p a n t  c o u n t r i e s .  Th e  IOC ma k e s  

the u l t i m a t e  d e c i s i o n  as to the p r o g r a m  of the Games/ the n u m ­

ber of p a r t i c i p a n t s  and as to w h e r e  the G a m a s  of the next O l y m ­

piad are to be held. The G a m e s  are- a l l o c a t e d  to a city, not to 

a cou n t r y .  O ver 150 c o u n t r i e s  are r e p r e s e n t e d  in the IOC at p r e ­

sent .

M uch i m p o r t a n c e  is a t t a c h e d  to o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y .  At the o p e ­

ning of tha G a m e s  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e  a p p e a r s  

as host. The n a t i o n a l  a n t h e m  of the host c o u n t r y  is played/ 

and all the p a r t i c i p a n t s  m a r c h  p a s t  the Lodge of H o n o u r . T h e  

H ead of the host c o u n t r y  d e c l a r e s  the G a m e s  open,' than the 

O l y m p i c  flag is r a i s e d - a n d  th e  O l y m p i c  h y m n  is sung. T h e n  the 

O l y m p i c  f l a m e  is lit that will b urn till the end of the Games. 

Th e  O l y m p i c  t o r c h  has been c a r r i e d  f rom O l y m p i a  by to r c h  b e a ­

rers, one for e a c h •k i l o m e t r e < a b o u t  340 in all.

The O l y m p i c  flag has five c o l o u r e d  i n t e r l a c e d  rings, r e p r e ­

se n t i n g  the five p a r t s  pf the w o r l d /  cn a w h i t e  b a c k g r o u n d . T h e  

m o t t o  of the O l y m p i c  Ga m e s  is "Citius, Alcius, F o rtius" (faster. 

Higher/ Stron g e r ) .

Th e  i m p o r t a n c e  of the O l y m p i c  G a m e s  wa s  well e x p r e s s e d  by 

Cou'oertin: "The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  thing in the O l y m p i c  G a m e s  is 

not win/ but to take part/ just as the m ost i m p o r t a n t  thing in 

life is not the t r i u m p h  but the s t r u g g l e " .

-27-

A N S W E R  THE Q U E S T I O N S :

1. W h e r e  w ere the first O l y m p i c  G a m e s  o r g a n i z e d ?

2. H h e n  di d  the O l y m p i c  G a m e s  begin?

3. W hat k i n d s  of s p o r t s  w ere in the p r o g r a m m e  of a n c i e n t  O l y m ­

pic G a m e s ?

4. Who c o u l d  take p a r t  in the O l y m p i c  c o m p e t i t i o n s ?

5. W hat a c c o m p a n i e d  a n c i e n t  O l y m p i c  G a m a s ?

6. For how long h ave O l y m p i c  G a m e s  b een f o r g o t t e n  by people?
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7. W h o s e  e f f o r t s  h e l p e d  to r e v i v e  the O l y m p i c  Gam e s ?

S. W hen and w h e r e  w ere the first O l y m p i c s  of m o d e r n  times held?

S. K hat have you l e a r n t  a b o u t  w i n t e r  O l y m p i c  Games?

10 . W hat are the m ain p r i n c i p l e s  of the O l y m p i c  m o v e m e n t ?

EXERCISES:

1. U3IN<3 TH E  W O R D S  G I V E N  BELOW, T ELL A B O U T  TH E  P R O G R A M M E  OP 

THE ANCIENT-'GAMES:

e n d u r a n c e  race, a r ace of a half mile, c h a r i o t  racing, s w i m ­

ming, dis c u s  throw, h a m m e r  throw, shot put, j a v e l i n  throw, 

long jump, high jump, b o x ing, wr e s t l i n g ,  s e p t e t h l o n ,  p e n t a t h ­

lon, g y m n a s t i c s ,  f o o t b a l l ,  ice hockey.

11. SP E A K  A B O U T  M O D E R N (T H E  LAST) O L Y M P I C  G A M E S  A C C O R D I N G  TO 

THE PLAN:

1. The p r o g r a m m e  of the O l y m p i c  Games.

2. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  of the O l y m p i c  Games.

3. B e l a r u s s i a n  and R u s s i a n  s p o r t s m e n  at the Games.

4. O l y m p i c  c h a m p i o n s  in d i f f e r e n t  ki n d s  of sports.

5. Your i m p r e s s i o n s  a f t e r  the Games.

DO Y O U  KN O W  T H A T ___

...in 1976 the O l y m p i c  f ire was t r a n s f e r r e d  to M o n t r e a l  via 

an ea r t h  s a t e l l i t e ?  S p e c i a l  d e v i c e s  t r a n s f o r m e d  the fire into 

e l e c t r i c  c u r r e n t  w h i c h  w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  in a few m o m e n t s  from 

G re e c e  to Canada.

...only once the O l y m p i c  fire was b r o u g h t  not from G r e e c e ?

In 1952 it was lit f r o m  the fire in the h o u s e  w h e r e  S . N o r d -  

heira, the famous s k i e r  a n d  ski inventor, was born, in a small 

N o r w e g i a n  t own of M o r g e n d a l l e .

"VICIOUS AND D A N G E R O U S  SPORTS SH O U L D  BE BAN N E D  BY LAW"
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ve made, it's a m a z i n g  how l i t t l e  we h ave d e v e l o p e d  in other 

respi c t s .  He may s p e a k  c o n t e m p t u o u s l y  of the p oor old Rom a n s  

b e c a u s e  they r e l i s h e d  the o r g i e s  of s l a u g h t e r  that w ent on in 

t h e i r  arenas. We may d e s p i s e  there b e c a u s e  t hey m i s t o o k  these 

g o i n g s  on for e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  We ma y  f o r g i v e  t hem c o n d e s c e n d i n g ­

ly b e c a u s e  they l i v e d  2000 y e a r s  a go and o b v i o u s l y  k n e w  no b e t ­

ter. But are our f e e l i n g s  of s u p e r i o r i t y  t e a l l y  j u s t i f i e d ?  Are 

we a ny lesa b l o o d - t h i r s t y ?  W h y  do box i n g  ma t c h e s ,  for i n s t a n ­

ce/ a t t r a c t  s uch univ e r s a l  i n t e r e s t ?  D o n ' t  the s p e c t a t o r s  who 

a t t e n d  t h e m  h ope they will see some v i o l e n c e ?  Hu m a n  bei n g s  r e ­

m a i n  as b l o o d t h i r s t y  as e v e r  they were. The o nly d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  o u r s e l v e s  and the R o m a n s  is that w h i l e  they were h o ­

nest enou g h  to a d m i t  that t h e y  e n j o y e d  w a t c h i n g  h u n g r y  lions 

t e aring p e o p l e  a p a r t  and e a t i n g  t hem alive, we find all sorts 

of s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a r g u m e n t s  to d e f e n d  s p o r t s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  have 

b e e n  b a n n e d  long ago; s p o r t s  w h i c h  are q u i t e  as b a r b a r o u s  as, 

say, p u b l i c  h a n g i n g s  or b e a r b a i t i n g .

It r e a l l y  is i n c r e d i b l e  that in this d a y  and age we should 

still a l l o w  h u n t i n g  or b u l l - f i g h t i n g ,  that we s h o u l d  be p r e p a ­

red to sit b a c k  and watch t wo men b a t t e r  e ach o t h e r  to p ulp in 

a b o x i n g  ring, that we s h o u l d  be r e l a t i v e l y  u n m o v e d  by the 

sight of one or a n u m b e r  of r a c i n g  cars c r a s h i n g  and bu r s t i n g  

into flames. Let us not d e c e i v e  o u r s e l v e s .  Any talk of "the 

s p o r t i n g  s p i rit" is sheer h y p o c r i s y .  P e o p l e  take part in v i o ­

lent s p o r t s  b e c a u s e  of the h igh r e w a r d s  they bring. S p e c t a t o r s  

are w i l l i n g  to pay vast s ums of mo n e y  to see v i o l e n c e .  A w o r l d  

h e a v y w e i g h t  c h a m p i o n s h i p  match, for i nstance, is front page 

news. M i l l i o n s  of peo p l e  ar e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  if a big fight is 

o v e r  in two r o u n d s  instead of fifteen. T h e y  feel d i s a p p o i n t ­

m ent b e c a u s e  t h e y  have b e e n  d e p r i v e d  of the e x q u i s i t e  p l e a s u ­

re of w i t n e s s i n g  p r o l o n g e d  t o r t u r e  and v i o l e n c e .

Why s h o u l d  we ban v i o l e n t  s p o r t s  if p e o p l e  e n j o y  them so 

m u c h ?  You may w ell ask. Th e  a n s w e r  is simple: they are u n c i ­

vi l i s e d .  For c e n t u r i e s  man has b een t r y i n g  to i m p r o v e  h i m self 

s p i r i t u a l l y  and e m o t i o n a l l y  - a d m i t t e d l y  w i t h  l i t t l e  success. 

But at least we no longer t o l e r a t e  the si g h t  m a d m e n  cooped up 

in cages, or p u b l i c  f l o g g i n g s  or a ny of the c o u n t l e s s  other 

b a r b a r i c  p r a c t i c e s  which w e r e  c o m m o n  in the past. P r i s o n s  are

- 22-

Эл
ек
тр
он
ны
й а
рх
ив

 би
бл
ио
те
ки

 М
ГУ

 им
ен
и А

.А
. К
ул
еш
ов
а



no longer the g r i m  f o r b i d d i n g  p l a c e s  they u s e d  to be. Soc i a l  

welfare s y s t e m s  are in o p e r a t i o n  in m a n y  p a r t s  of the world.

Big e f f orts are be i n g  m a d e  to d i s t r i b u t e  w e a l t h  fairly. These 

changes have come a b o u t  not b e c a u s e  hu m a n  b e i n g s  have s u d d e n ­

ly and u n a c c o u n t a b l y  improved, but b e c a u s e  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  w ere 

taken to c h a n g e  the law. The lav; is the b i g g e s t  i n s t r u m e n t  of 

social cha n g e  that we h a v e  and it may exert gr e a t  c i v i l i s i n g  

influence. If we b a n n e d  d a n g e r o u s  and v i o l e n t  sports, we w o u l d  

be mov i n g  one s tep f u r t h e r  to i m p r o v i n g  m a n k i n d .  We w o u l d  r e ­

cognise that v i o l e n c e  is d e g r a d i n g  and u n w o r t h y  of h u m a n  beings.

THE ARGUMENT: KEY W O R D S

1. Great t e c h n o l o g i c a l  progress; little in ot h e r  respe c t s .

2. We may d e s p i s e  the Romans: o r g i e s  of s l a u g h t e r ;  e n t e r t a i n ­

ment 2000 years ago.

3. Are we less b l o o d t h i r s t y ?

4. E.g. boxing m a t c h e s :  s p e c t a t o r s  h ope to see viole n c e .

5. The Romans: h o n e s t  e n j o y m e n t :  lions e a t i n g  p e o p l e  alive.

6. We have s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a r g u m e n t s  to d e f e n d  b a r b a r i c  sports.

7. We allow hunting, b u l l - f i g h t i n g ,  boxing, car- r a c i n g .

8. "Sporting s pirit": s h e e r  hypocr i s y .

9. P a r t i c i p a n t s  take p a r t  for big rewards.

10.S p e c t a t o r s  pay v a s t  s u m s  to see viole n c e .

11 . E.g. boxing m a t c h e s :  front p age news.

12.Two rounds, not fif t e e n :  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .

13.S p e c t a t o r s  d e p r i v e d  of pleas u r e :  p r o l o n g e d  t o r t u r e  and v i o ­

lence .

14.Must ban v i o l e n t  s p orts: u n c i v i l i s e d .

15.Man: trying for c e n t u r i e s  to i m p r o v e  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  e m o t i o ­

nally .

1 6.E.g. do not t o l e r a t e  m a d m e n  in cages, p u b l i c  floggings, 

other bar b a r i c  p r a c t i c e s .

17. I m p r o v e m e n t s : pr i s o n s ,  social welfare, fair d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of wealth.

1 8.Po s i t i v e  steps to c h a n g e  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  the law.

19 . Law: in s t r u m e n t  of soci a l  change, c i v i l i s i n g  influence.

2 0.Ban sports: i m p r o v e  man k i n d ;  v i o l e n c e  d e g r a d i n g .
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THE COUNTER-A R G U M E N T :  KEY WORDS

1. Who is to d e c i d e  w h i c h  spo r t s  are v i o l e n t  and d a n g e r o u s ?

2. E.g. is fo o t b a l l  v i o l e n t ?  What a b o u t  u n r u l y  crowds?

3. Isn't d e e p - s e a  d i v i n g  d a n g e r o u s ?

4. All the s p o r t s  m e n t i o n e d  (boxing/ etc.): t h r i l l i n g  to wat c h .

5. S p o r t s  like c a r - r a c i n g :  not v iolent; e x p l o r e  limits of hu m a n  

skill and en d u r a n c e .

S. Small e l e m e n t  of v i o l e n c e  d oes no harm: part of human n a t u ­

re .

7. M i l l i o n s  w a t c h  box i n g  mat c h e s :  an e m o t i o n a l  outlet.

8. S p o r t s  like this do g ood to c o m m u n i t y :  h e l p  to get v i o l e n c e  

out of our systems.

9. B a r b a r i c  p r a c t i c e s  of the past (floggings, etc.): n o t h i n g  

to do w i t h  m o d e r n  sports.

1 0 . S p o r t s  have r a r e l y  b een e n f o r c e d  or b a n n e d  by law.

1 1 . S p o r t s  evolved, s l o w l y  an d  are re f i n e d :  e . g . b o x i n g :  bare 

fists and today.

1 2 . E l e m e n t s  of real d a n g e r  removed: e.g. b o x i n g  m a t c h e s  are 

stopped; c r a s h e s  on race tra c k s  f a i r l y  rare.

1 3 . T h e r e  are e l e m e n t s  of d a n g e r  in all sports: that is their 

p o i n t .

1 4 . S u p r e m e  te s t s  of h u m a n  skill: u n i v e r s a l  en j o y m e n t .

FINAL DIS C U S S I O N  ON THE TOPIC 

"SPORTS AND GAMES"

I. ANSWER THE F O LLOWING QUESTIONS:

1. W h a t ' s  your f a v o u r i t e  spor t ?  2. How o f t e n  do you watch a 

g ame of f o o t b a l l ?  3. Do yo u  s u p p o r t  any team? 4. How are great 

s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s  r e p o r t e d  n o w a d a y s ?  5. Are you a f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  

fan? 6. Do you w a t c h  f i g u r e - s k a t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n s  on TV? 7. W h a t ' s  

the most p o p u l a r  o u t d o o r  g ame in Russia, in B e l a r u s  and in E n ­

g l a n d ?  8. In what c o u n t r i e s  has i c e - h o c k e y  b e c o m e  pop u l a r ?  9. 

W h i c h  do you en j o y  more, f o otball or b a s k e t - b a l l ?  Why? 10 . C r i ­

cket is a v ery E n g l i s h  game, isn't it? 11. W hat g a m e s  did you 

u s e  to play at s c h o o l ?  12. W h i c h  i n d o o r  g a m e s  do you like? 13.
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Which indoor g a m e s  is y o u r  frie n d  g o o d  at? 14. W h i c h  do you 

prefer, w a t c h i n g  or p l a y i n g  t e n nis? 15. Do yo u  e n j o y  w a t c h i n g  

games? If so, whic h ?  16. Do you e n j o y  p l a y i n g  g a m e s ?  If so, 

which? 17. W h a t  is the m o s t  p o p u l a r  ind o o r  g a m e  in R u s s i a ?  18. 

Do you like s k a t i n g  as m u c h  as s k i i n g ?  G i v e  y o u r  rea s o n s .  19. 

Which g a m e s  do s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  p l a y  in this c o u n t r y ?  20. Каше 

one of the o l d e s t  f o r m s  of sport. 21. M o t o r - r a c i n g  is a recent 

sport, isn't it? 22. W h i c h  sport do you d i s a p p r o v e  of and why? 

23. Do all the f o o t b a l l  teams play the g a m e  f a i rly? 24. Which 

sport do you go in for? 25. W hat a d v a n t a g e  is t h e r e  in hav i n g  

gone for s p o r t s  in y o u r  youth? 26. W h a t  sort of spor t s  do women 

go in for in this c o u n t r y ?  27. W h a t  aid the a n c i e n t s  say about 

sport?

II. S P E A K  OR W R I T E  OS O N E  OP THE F O L L O W I N G  TOPICS:

1. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  sport c r e a t e s  g o o d w i l l  b e t w e e n  the nations.

2. Do yo u  t h i n k  that p l a y i n g  team g a m e s  t e a c h e s  p e o p l e  to get 

on with each o t h e r  an d  to c o - o p e r a t e ?  Give y our reasons. 3.

Is it p o s s i b l e  to be i m p a r t i a l  w h e n  wat c h i n g  a h o c k e y  m a t c h ?

4. In what s p o r t s  d o e s  K b s s i a  h ave a high i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a ­

tion? 5. N a m e  a few k i n d s  of sport and say w hat y o u  know about 

them. 6. Wh y  are g y m n a s t i c s  and a t h l e t i c s  c o m p u l s o r y  in our 

schools and c o l l e g e s ?  7. Why do you like (dislike) watching 

sport even t s  on TV? 8. W h i c h  of the g a m e s  you p l a y e d  or w a t ­

ched i m p r e s s e d  yo u  m o s t ?  9. The h i s t o r y  of the O l y m p i c  Games.

10. Sports f a c i l i t i e s  at the d i s p o s a l  of our p e o p l e .  11. Life 

story of some c h a m p i o n .  12. T h i n k  and say of m o t i v e s  peo p l e  

might have for taking u p  sport. Be ready to prove y our o p inion.

13. Sport is not the o n l y  thing that ke e p s  p e o p l e  fit. S p e a k

of all the o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  that a lso h e l p  you to 

keep fit. 14. V i o l e n c e  in sport is a crime. It s h o u l d  be p u ­

nished like an y  o t h e r  f o r m  of v i o l e n c e .  G ive y o u r  a r g u m e n t  

for or a g a i n s t  it. 15. T h e r e  s h o u l d  never be sp o r t  on m ore 

than one TV c h a nnel at any time. W hat do you t h i n k  about it?
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A C T  O U T  A C O N V E R S A T I O N“IN T E R V I E W

R O L E - P L A Y I N G  " P R E S S - C O N F E R E N C E "

Si t u a t i o n :  A g r o u p  of j o u r n a l i s t s  o r g a n i s e s  a p r e s s - c o n f e r e n ­

ce on the eve of the world c h a m p i o n s h i p  to d i s c u s s  some sport

p r o b l e m s .

Role A s s i g n m e n t s  (or c h a r a c h e r  cards):

A 1 : The host of the p r e s s - c o n f e r e n c e .

A2: A famo u s  s p o r t s m a n ,  wh o  t h i n k s  that s p o r t  is d e s t r o y i n g

life, that being t r a i n e d  for the O l y m p i c s  he s p e n d s  a lot

of time an d  d o e s n ' t  read, has no time for an y  p r i v a t e  l i ­

fe.

A3: A coach, wh o  thin k s  that s p o r t  m a k e s  real p e o p l e  in spite 

of the f act that it has dan g e r s ,  that it is the p r o c e s s  of 

g r o w i n g  up.

A4: A f a m o u s  s p o r t s  star, wh o  pl a y s  r e g u l a r l y  and seriou s l y ,  

who is r e s p e c t e d  and v ery m u c h  liked in the n a t i o n a l  team, 

who has b een a l e ading s p o r t s m a n  for a long time.

A5: A j o u r n a l i s t ,  wh o  plays the s p o r t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  and m o s t l y  

for fun ana thi n k s  that s p o r t  is r u i n i n g  ma n ' s  c h a n c e s  of 

g e t t i n g  a g ood p r o f e s s i o n .

A6: A t eam d o c tor, w h o  thi n k s  that s p o r t s m e n  are p r e s s u r e d  in 

sport, that sp o r t  is a p a r t  of the g r o w i n g - u p  process, 

that it s t r e n g t h e n s  the heart and lungs, that c h i l d r e n  l e ­

arn to o v e r c o m e  pain and real danger.

A 7 : A f o r e i g n  jour n a l i s t ,  who wa s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s m a n  and 

w h o  is i n t e r e s t e d  w h e t h e r  sport in this c o u n t r y  is p r o f e ­

s s i o n a l  .
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